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Dancing Together

As Easter people, we are called to dance our dances of freedom
for all the world to see-even and perhaps especially in times of
ereat difficulty. Dances of hope. Dances of justice. Dances of
love. During this season, post-resurrection stories point to the joy
of iving 1 the beloved community and extending that fellowship
through our witness as we dare to dance again!

Dancing requires that we pay attention to our dance
partners. It requires finding a rhythm together. The
Sunday after Easter brings the story of Jesus appearing to
the disciples and breathing the Holy Spirit on them. Other
scriptures this week point to the power of being together,
of hinding fellowship 1n the presence of Jesus and the
presence of the community. What does 1t take to dance

together?




Gathering Song
My Lighthouse

Welcome/Announcements

Baptism

Threshold

Praise Songs
Less Like Me
You Say

Prayer of the Day

Children's Sermon

Kids Praise



Reading: Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they
were proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In
today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he 1s
able to proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authori-
ues.

"T'he next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jeru-
salem, ‘with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexan-
der, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had
made the prisoners stand 1n their midst, they inquired, “By what
power or by what name did you do this?” "Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,
‘If' we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, "let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Is-
rael, that this man 1s standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead. "This Jesus 1s

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

1t has become the cornerstone.’

“There 1s salvation in no one else, for there 1s no other name un-
der heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

1he reading 1s concluded:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel: John 10:11-18

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the
shepherd who cares for his sheep. He 1s willing to die for them, and he i1s able
to overcome death for them.

[Jesus said:] "“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep. “The hired hand, who 1is not the shepherd and
does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. “The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. "I am
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, “just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. "I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd. "For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down
my life in order to take it up again. “No one takes it from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take 1t up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

1he gospel 1s concluded:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Gathering Prayers
Preacher asks these questions. Congregation has the opportuni-
ty to pray silently, light candles, etc. Band gathers on stage.
Where 1s rain still falling?
Where does grief inger?
Where are you still yearning for resurrection?
What’s holding you back from dancing?

Prayer Song: 7each Me to Dance
Prayers of the People
Prayer Song: 7each Me to Dance

Oftering Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Sending Song
Christ Be All Around






Dare to Dance Again

Dances of hope.
Dances of justice.
Dances oflove.



