GENESIS 1:1, 26-27

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

26 Then God said, “Let us make manin our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

GENESIS 2:7-9; 15-17; 3:1-9, 22-24

2 7then the LorD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And

the LorD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom
he had formed. ? And out of the ground the LorRD God made to spring up every tree
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

15 The LorD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep
it. 16 And the LorD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every
tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LorD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘Youl2l shall not eat of
any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the
tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” 4 But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 3 For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” ¢ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,["! she took
of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the
sound of the LorD God walking in the garden in the cooll! of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LoRD God among the trees of
the garden. ? But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?”ld] 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and [ was

afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.”

22 Then the LorD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and
eat, and live forever—" 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of
Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at



the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

ISAIAH 9:2,6-7; 11:1-5

9 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall

be uponl‘! his shoulder, and his name shall be called[*! Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the LoRD of hosts will do this.

11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LoRrD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LorD. He shall not
judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of
his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his

waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

ISAIAH 53:1-7

53 Who has believed what he has heard from us?(2l And to whom has the arm of
the LOoRD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, like a root
out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no
beauty that we should desire him.3 He was despised and rejected[®] by men; a man
of sorrows,!<l and acquainted withld! grief;[c] and as one from whom men hide their
facesll he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and
afflicted. > But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
wounds we are healed. ¢ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every
one—to his own way; and the LorD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led
to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not
his mouth

MICAH 5:2

a2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming
forth is from of old, from ancient days.



ZECH 9:9

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

JOHN 1:1-14

John

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,[?! and the life
was the light of men. 3 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. ¢ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was
not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. ? The true light, which gives
light to everyone, was coming into the world. 1 He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his

own,[’l and his own peoplelc! did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive

him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of

God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

LUKE 1:26-33; 2:1-14

26 [n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed["! to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”lc] 29 But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.3? And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the firstregistration whenl2! Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,3to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed,®! who was with child. ¢ And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.?And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were



filled with great fear. 19 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you

good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you:

you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and

saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”[]

MATT 3:13-17; 4:18-22

3 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.14]John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to
him,[b] and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on
him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,[<] with whom I
am well pleased.”

418 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen.1® And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.”[2120 [mmediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from
there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called

them.22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

John 3:1-3,16-21

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.2 This
man came to Jesusl?l by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with
him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again[®! he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”

16 “For God so loved the world,!l'l that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of

God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.20 For everyone
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works
should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”



JOHN 14:1-7, 25-27

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;[?! believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you?’! 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, [ will come again
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the
way to where [ am going.”[?! 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had
known me, you would have known my Father also.[] From now on you do know him
and have seen him.”

25 “These things [ have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things

and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.

Matthew 26:47-50

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize
him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed
him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid
hands on Jesus and seized him.

JOHN 19:1-3, 6, 16-18, 28-30

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a
crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They
came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands.

6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him,
crucify him!”

16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, 17 and he
went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in
Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others,
one on either side, and Jesus between them.

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture),“I
thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour
wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 3¢ When Jesus had received the
sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.



Matthew 27:62-66; 28:1-10, 16-20

27 62The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 3 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor
said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.” ¢4 Therefore order the
tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away
and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse
than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guardll of soldiers. Go, make it as
secure as you can.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone
and setting a guard.

28 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead

men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified. ¢ He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the
place where hel2l lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from
the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, |
have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. ® And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him.19 Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some
doubted.1® And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. 12 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them inf! the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all that [ have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”

Acts 1:4-11; 2:42-74

1 4 And while stayingl2l with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[®] the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.” ¢ So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the

earth.” 2 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 19 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men



of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

2 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awel¢l came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had

need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.

ROM 3:21-26; 5:1-11; 12:1-2
3 21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. 26 [t was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

5 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, wel?l have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by
faith[®! into this grace in which we stand, and well rejoicel] in hope of the glory of
God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. ¢ For while we were
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. ? Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled,
shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

12 [ appeal to you therefore, brothers,[2] by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship.[’! 2Do not be conformed to this world,[<] but be transformed by the renewal



of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.d]

REV 1:9-18; 21:1-8; 22:1-5,12-17, 20-21

171, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the
patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 101 was in the Spirit on the Lord's day,
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a
book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned
to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning [ saw seven golden
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with
a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his feet were
like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many
waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. 17 When [ saw
him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear
not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and [ have the keys of Death and Hades.

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3 And [ heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling placel® of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people,l’l and God himself will be with them as their God.[! 4 He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ¢ And he
said to me, “It is done! [ am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty [ will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my

son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake
that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

22 1Then the angell2l showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of
the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of lifelb] with its twelve kinds of
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants!<! will worship him. 4 They will see his face,

and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need



no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.

12“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one
for what he has done. 131 am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,[¢! so that they
may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the

gates. 15 Qutside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 I,
Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.
am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit
and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely [ am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.l'l Amen.



