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*3:1 OBJECTOR: If all you have said in 2:17-29 is true, then what is
the advantage of being a Jew and what profit is there from
circumcision?

*3:2 PAUL: The Jews have had many special privileges. The most
important is that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.
The OT Scriptures were given to Jews to write and to preserve,

out how have the people of Israel responded to this tremendous

orivilege? On the whole, they have demonstrated an appalling
ack of faith.




* 3:3 OBJECTOR: Well, granted that not all Jews have believed, but
does this mean that God will go back on His promises? After all,
He did choose Israel as His people and He made definite
covenants with them. Can the unbelief of some cause God to
break His word?

* 3:4 PAUL: Certainly not! Whenever there is a question whether
God or man is right, always proceed on the basis that God is right
and every man is a liar. This is what David said, in effect, in
Psa 51:4: “The complete truthfulness of all You say must be
defended, and You must be vindicated every time You are called
into question by sinful man.” Our sins only serve to confirm the
truthfulness of God's words




*3:5 OBJECTOR: If that's the case, why does God condemn us? If
our unrighteousness causes the righteousness of God to shine
more gloriously, how can God visit us with wrath? (Paul notes
here that in quoting these words, he is using a typically human
argument.)

*3:6 PAUL: Such an argument is unworthy of serious
consideration. If there were any possibility of God's being
unrighteous, then how could He be fit to judge the world? Yet we
all admit that He will judge the world.



* 3:7 OBJECTOR: But if my sin brings glory to God, if my lie
vindicates His truth, if He causes man's wrath to praise Him, then
how can He consistently find fault with me as a sinner?

* 3:8 Why wouldn't it be logical to say—

* PAUL: Let me interrupt to say that some people actually accuse us
Christians of using this argument, butitis a slander.

* OBJECTOR: Why wouldn't it be logical to say, “Let us do evil, that
good may come”?

* PAUL: All | can say is that the condemnation of people who talk
like that is well-deserved.



