Pastor’s Bible Study

December 17, 2025 — 4™ Sunday in Advent
LSB 357 — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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I Ocome, O come, Em-man - u - el, And ran - som cap - tive
2 O come, Thou Wis-dom from on high, Who or-drest all things
3 Ocome, O come, Thou Lord of might;, Who to Thy tribes on
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from Sa - tan’s
5 O come, Thou Key of Da - vid,come, And o - pen wide our
i ] 1
-
Is ra - el, That mourns in  lone - ly ex - ile here
might - 1 - ly; To us the path of knowl - edge show,
Si nai’s height In an - cient times didst give the Law
tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y  pow’r to save,
heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that leads on high,
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Un - til the Son of God ap-pear.  Re - joice! Re-joice!
And teach us in her ways to go. Re - joice! Re-joice!
In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.  Re - joice! Re-joice!
And give them vic - t'ry o’er  thegrave. Re - joice! Re-joice!
And close the path to mis - er-y. Re - joice! Re-joice!
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Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el!
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el!
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el!
Em - man - u - el Shall come to thee, O Is - ra-el
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on 7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to
flight. Refrain
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In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.

Refrain



Read Isaiah 7:10-17:

1) Is it okay to test God? (cf. Jesus’ Temptation)

2) Ahaz choose not to test God and he got in trouble, why?

3) The Lord promises two things to Ahaz — verse 14 contains the first promise — to what
does this promise refer? (cf. Matt. 1:21-23)

4) Inverse 17, the Lord mentions the coming of the King of Assyria — the second promise —
what does He mean by this? (cf. Is. 8:5-8)

5) When does this second promise get fulfilled?

Matthew 1:18-25:

1) What was the implication of being betrothed?

2) Mary wasn’t unfaithful, but what was the punishment if she had been? (cf. Deut. 22:23-
24)

3) Why was it important that Joseph stay and be a part of the family? From whose line was
the promised Messiah to come? (cf. Is. 11:1, 10; Matt. 1:1-16, 20)

4) Maybe some of us still wish God came to us in visions and dreams like He did with the
Old Testament prophets, but how does He come to us today? (cf. Heb. 1:1-2a; Matt. 1:23)

5) What two names were given to describe this child to Joseph?

6) How were the meaning of these name fulfilled? (cf. Matt. 28:18-20)

7) How did Joseph’s reaction to the promised sign differ from King Ahaz many years
earlier? (Matt. 1:24-25)

Devotional Thought:

Joseph serves as a model for believers. Before he knew the reason for Mary’s pregnancy, he
wanted to treat her justly but mercifully. However, when God’s angel reveals the unique miracle
of a virginal conception, Joseph believes, and he fulfills his responsibilities by marrying his
betrothed and raising Jesus. Some people today struggle to believe the virgin birth, but it takes no
more faith for us to believe that it did for Joseph. In fact, we have the evidence of Joseph’s
testimony to help us. He saw and believed that God can do what He promises. Likewise, the
Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts to believe that God can do anything good and that Jesus
truly is both God and man. (TLSB, 1579)

Prayer:

O Holy Spirit, strengthen my faith, and fill me with joy as I reflect on the miracle of Christ’s
birth. Amen. (TLSB, 1579)



