
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
December 3rd, 2025 – 2nd Sunday in Advent 

 
Hymn 343 – Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001611 

Tune: Public domain 

 
 
Read Isaiah 11:1-10: 

1) Isaiah 1:1 can be seen as the title of the book of Isaiah why is this 

first verse helpful for our text? 

2) Turning to Isaiah 11:1, what does this imagery point to? 



 

3) Are there other verses that point to this theme too? How? (cf. vv. 6-8) 

4) Isaiah 11:2 could be somewhat confusing, what does it mean that the 

“Spirit of the Lord” rests upon Jesus Christ, who already is Lord? 

5) Isaiah 11:3-5 is a description of what? Why would this be refreshing? 

(cf. 2 Kings 14:1-4; 15:1-4, 32-35; 16:1-4; 18:1-4) 

6) Isaiah 11:10 is referenced in the epistle reading Romans 15:4-13 

(see v. 12), how does Paul make use of the image of Christ as the 

“root of Jesse”? 

Read Matthew 3:1-12: 

1) How did John the Baptist’s short sermon, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand” fulfill Isaiah’s prophesy in verse three? In other 

words, how does repentance prepare the way of the Lord? 

2) John’s scolding of the Pharisees and Sadducees shows us what 

about true repentance? 

3) What does John’s location and attire add to his message? 

4) John baptizes for repentance how does this relate to Jesus’ baptism? 

Devotional Thought: 

John was a preacher of repentance, as was Martin Luther, who often 

emphasized that we believers must not only sincerely confess our sins but 

also be certain of forgiveness. Thank God for such preachers (TLSB, 

1582). 

Closing Prayer 

Almighty God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Burn my chaff, but quench my 

sinful passions in the daily washing of Holy Baptism.  Amen.  

 

  


