
Pastor’s Bible Study 
August 3, 2025 

 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – Proper 13 
 

#732 “All Depends on Our Possessing” 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Read Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26 
 

1.  Read I Kings 4:22-30.  What do these verses tell us about Solomon? 
 
2.  In the NIV translation, 1:2 reads, “Meaningless! Meaningless!”  In the ESV (KJV) 
we find the words, “Vanity of vanities…”  What are other words that could be used 
to communicate Solomon’s idea? 
 
3.  What do we learn about Solomon in 1:12-14? 
 



4.  How about in 2:3-11? 
 
5.  According to 2:18, what conclusion has Solomon arrived at after experiencing 
all that life could offer?        
 
6.  What lessons are gained from Solomon’s words in 2:24-26? 
 
 
Read Luke 12:13-21 
 

7.  What is the context for this reading? See 12:1 and 12:13? 
 
8.  What motivates the man’s question in verse 13? 
 
9.  What does Jesus mean in verse 14? 
 
10.  What do Jesus’ words in verse 15 tell us about the heart of the man who asked 
him the question about inheritance? 
 
11.  What caused the man’s wealth in Jesus’ parable?  See verse 16. 
 
12.  How would the rich man have answered this question? 
 
13.  What was the motive behind the “bigger barns?” 
 
14.  What meaning should we derive from this famous parable? 
 
 
Devotional Thought from The Lutheran Study Bible 
Toil and labor “under the sun” can drive one to the brink of despair.  The so-called 
significant things of this life can become idols that ultimately pass away and 
provide no lasting value in the context of forgiveness, life, and salvation in Christ.  
Our gracious heavenly Father extends His hand and provides all we need for this 
temporal life and life everlasting through His Son, our Lord (TLSB, 1053). 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, You have given us many priceless gifts by Your gracious hand.  
We ask not for silver or gold but for a strong and firm faith.  Help us not to live for 
pleasure in the things of the world, but comfort and refresh us in your healing Word 
that in faith we may trust in You to the very end.  Amen. 


