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The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – Proper 11 
 

#902 “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 
  

 

 

 
 

Read Genesis 18:1-14 
1.  What important events took place in the verses leading up to this text? 
 
2.  What do we know about the visitors who appear to Abraham? 
 
3.  What is significant about the way in which Abraham greets the three 
visitors?   
 
4.  Contrast this with the way Jesus is treated in Luke 7:44. 
 
5.  Describe the Lord’s promise to Sarah.  What does her reaction tell us? 
 
6.  How does the Lord respond to Sarah’s unbelief? 
 
 



Read Luke 10:38-42 
7.  What do we know about Jesus’ relationship with Mary and Martha? See John 
11:5.       
 
8.  What does verse 39 tell us about Mary? 
 
9.  In the ESV, verse 40 reads, “But Martha was distracted by all the 
preparations that had to be made.” How would you describe Martha’s state of 
mind in your own words? 
 
10.  What does Martha ask Jesus to do and what does her question imply? 
 
11.  Commenting on Jesus’ response to Martha, Harold Buls wrote: 
 

When we try to serve Jesus without realizing that He must ever serve us first 
(Matthew 20:28), we end up as Martha and not as Mary.  
 
When we try to serve Jesus but are not always first seeking His Kingdom 
and His Righteousness, (Matthew 6:33) then we begin to worry and fret 
about the very things which He will add without worry on our part. 
 
Even when we are doing that which is pleasing to Him but are boasting in 
that rather than boasting and rejoicing that our names are written in heaven 
(Luke 10:17-20), we are wrong.  
 

12.  In your mind, what is the application of this text? 
 
 
Devotional Thought 
In contrast with Jesus’ demand for great works in the previous parable, the 
story of Mary and Martha shows the importance of faith and rest in Jesus and 
His Word.  Today, we are often so distracted that we neglect what matters 
most:  God’s Word and Sacraments.  What we can never earn for ourselves, 
no matter how much we scramble, God freely provides through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Prayer 
O Savior, bear my anxieties and remove my distractions, that I may receive 
Your good portion for me.  Amen. 
 


