
2nd Sunday in Advent                December 3rd & 4th, 2022 
 

“Our Little Kingdoms vs. God’s Kingdom” 
 

“And again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him 
will the Gentiles hope’” (Romans 15:12) 

 
If you ruled the world, what would you change? If you were in charge, how would you make 

things different? If you got to make the rules, what commands would you give? It doesn’t take much 
for us to fantasize how we would fix or improve various organizations or even people if it was up to 
us. While it might be common for many of us to focus primarily on politics, our dreams of telling 
others how things ought to work goes well beyond the political realm! Yet, sadly in most of the 
situations where we believe we have the right solutions, the saying often goes, nobody is really asking 
us. Their loss, right? 

Yes, we may often imagine ourselves as rulers in realms that we have no expertise, but that 
desire often stems from our own little kingdoms that we think we have built – where we feel like we 
have the highest authority. Our domains may be our families, our workplaces, our schools, our own 
specific rooms in the house, our church, our hobbies, clubs or fraternities and so on. We may not mark 
our territory with castles and armies, but we certainly have other tools and weapons we use to protect 
what we claim as our own. Whether its money, power, influence, possessions, ideas, attitude etc. we 
are pretty capable at exerting our kingdom’s reign. 

As with the olden-day kingdoms, our modern-day kingdoms are challenged as they bump into 
other kingdoms claiming the same territory for different purposes. While peace may be intended to be 
on the table in these conflicts, practically speaking we’re much more familiar with using force to 
resolve these challenges. Now current events may make us think of these challenges between, nations 
and companies, but they’re also much more personal as they arise between, siblings, or spouses, or 
leaders and their followers, or workmates, or even friends. Maybe most importantly, for us as sinners, 
these challenges pop up frequently between our little kingdoms and God’s kingdom. 

Your kingdom come. That’s a phrase we pray frequently here at church and maybe even at 
home. It comes from the Lord’s Prayer and the intention behind these words is for us to seek and 
recognize God’s kingdom in our own midst. However, as we pray these words, it may not dawn on us 
that this prayer’s purpose often puts us at odds with God. Our little kingdoms, whatever they might be, 
so often claim the same things as God’s kingdom but for very different purposes. Whether it’s our 
time, talent or treasures or perhaps our relationships and identity we frequently bump into challenges 
with God’s kingdom. 

The challenge of God’s kingdom gets highlighted all the more with the second weekend in our 
Advent journey. This weekend’s readings all describe God’s kingdom and they do so with language 
that is unfamiliar to us. Our first reading from Isaiah, paints pictures of God’s kingdom that we would 
never imagine. Our second reading from Romans, shares the purpose of God’s kingdom that we 
wouldn’t anticipate. And our Gospel reading from Matthew, proclaims the message of this kingdom 
that we wouldn’t expect. As we explore these descriptions from our readings, I’d invite you, as you’re 
able, to look back in your bulletin at the words we’ve read.  

Right away, in verse one of our Isaiah reading, we are met with this image of a root rising from 
a stump. At first glance, this really isn’t an imposing image of God’s kingdom. In fact, it appears to be 
a rather timid one! The contrast between the stump and the root makes it feel like the kingdom’s better 
days are behind it not ahead. Yet, this contrast goes deeper and proclaims God’s kingdom’s strength at 
a much different level. In God’s kingdom, there is life where death appears to have won. There is hope 
where things seem to be hopeless. 



And this hope is exactly what Paul capitalizes on in our Romans reading. This is a major 
purpose of God’s kingdom! The root of Jesse, as described by Isaiah, and again mentioned in verse 
twelve of our Romans reading, is the hope of the Gentiles. What Isaiah subtly states in our first 
reading, Paul makes clearer in verses eight and nine of this second reading as he connects this root of 
Jesse, who brings the hope of God’s kingdom, to Christ Jesus. Paul reveals that Jesus brings this hope 
as the confirmation of the promises made to people like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David and many 
others. And Jesus also brings this hope because in His mercy all people are included in these promises 
made to the likes of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David and many others. 

Now this hope that Jesus brings as He ushers in God’s kingdom isn’t delivered by the power of 
the sword and chariot, nor is it maintained by the strength of guns and tanks, rather this hope is 
proclaimed by the power and strength of the Word of the Lord. As Isaiah depicted in verse four of our 
first reading, the root of Jesse reigns with righteous judgment from the rod of His mouth and the breath 
of His lips. The results of these words bring hope as justice and peace are restored. Predator and prey 
will live in harmony, children will be at peace with dangerous beasts and the knowledge of the Lord 
will fill the world. This is the hope of God’s kingdom in Christ Jesus, the root of Jesse. 

However, this is a hope that is yet to be fully realized. It certainly is a hope that is coming, but 
this is a hope that won’t be completed until Christ returns. And in the meantime, even this Advent 
season, as we wait for the fullness of this hope of God’s kingdom to be completely revealed, we need 
to confess where we’ve tried to setup up our own little kingdoms in opposition to God’s kingdom. John 
the Baptist’s message is super relevant for us today, repent for the kingdom of heaven, a.k.a. God’s 
kingdom, is at hand – it’s here among us now even without our prayers and many times unrecognizable 
to us because of our sin. You see, sinfully we ignore and fight against the reality that we are already 
part of God’s kingdom. Selfishly, we want to overthrow God’s rule and setup our own kingdoms 
because we aren’t pleased or satisfied with the gift of stewardship in God’s kingdom. No, we want 
ownership with our own little kingdoms and so we take comfort behind the little fortresses we’ve 
created not realizing they rest on shifting sands. God’s kingdom is here and its fullness is coming soon, 
repent! 

Turning from our little kingdoms, we are met with the hope of God’s kingdom even now. For, 
Jesus, that root of Jesse, has come to mercifully bring us back into His kingdom. For the damage and 
destruction our sinful reigns have done, He suffered and died. For our reconciliation and restoration 
with God and with others, He rose. Today, by the very waters of our baptisms, we enter once again 
into God’s kingdom, forgiven, clothed with Christ’s righteousness and with the sure and certain hope 
of life everlasting in God’s kingdom. Today, once again, in your own heart, God’s timid looking 
kingdom has brought life from death and delivered hope where there was none. 

This work that God has done in your own heart this day, He’s going to use and pull from in 
your life in the days to come. For Paul also reminds us in our second reading of the ongoing kingdom 
impact of God’s Word, yes even the words we’ve heard today! For by God’s Word in our lives and the 
lives of others, we are given, even in this Advent season, a foretaste of the fullness of God’s kingdom 
to come. I leave you with these words from Paul, “Whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God … May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” (Romans 
15:4-7, 13). Amen. 

In Christ, 

 Pastor Dan 


