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Week 3 • Monday 

“When All the World Was Cursed” 

The opening words of this hymn reflect John 1:17, which states: “For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Living 
under the Law could only mean eternal condemnation, but Jesus would 
change all that. 

At this point in verse 1, John the Baptist is introduced. He had a direct, divine 
commission. The later part of verse 1 reflects John 1:7-8: “He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.” The 
evangelist makes certain that we understand that the Baptist did not use his 
office for self-aggrandizement. 

In verse 2 John explains that Christ’s preexistence establishes his 
preeminence over John himself. Before Jesus’ birth, Mary traveled to 
Elizabeth, her cousin and the soon-to-be mother of John the Baptist. When 
Mary greeted her, Elizabeth recognized that Mary was carrying a child who 
was the “Lord.” This was knowledge that only the Holy Spirit could reveal. 
Even more remarkably, John reacted from within her womb as well!  

Verse 2 goes on to say that John, like a new Elijah, gave such bold testimony 
that the religious rulers from Jerusalem came to check him out.  

Verse 3 reflects John 1:29: “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” 
John also points out how Jesus does this.  

Verse 4 could be seen as a prayer that we might not only rejoice in Christ but 
also live in a way that reflects Jesus’ presence in our lives. As several other 
hymns do, this hymn, too, looks forward to living with Christ in Heaven. 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for putting together a plan that used John to point to 
Jesus as the Savior of the world even before both were born. Help us to be 
such bold witnesses to all that Christ has done for us and for the whole world.  
Amen. 

 


