
Pastor’s Bible Class 
May 10, 2026 

 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

Hymn #590 “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Read Acts 17:16-31  
1.  Who was Paul waiting for in Athens? See Acts 17:10-15. 
 
2.  Why did the presence of idols provoke Paul? 
 
3.  Where does Paul begin his evangelistic efforts in Athens? Why? 
 
4.  In verse 18, we are introduced to two schools of Athenian philosophy. What 
does Paul say about the Greeks in I Corinthians 1:22-24? 
 
5.  How do the philosophers receive Paul’s teaching and why? 



6.  The Areopagus was an area in Athens where the open exchange of ideas was 
welcomed. What do we learn about the Athenians in verse 21?   
 
7.  The Lutheran Study Bible says, “the Athenians likely knew of the Old 
Testament.” Why was Paul’s teaching, therefore, considered a “new teaching”?     
 
8.  What rhetorical devices does Paul use in his speech? Why? 
 
9.  Examine the following sections of Paul’s speech and comment on the content 
of each: 

• Acts 17:22-23 
• Acts 17:24-25 
• Acts 17:26-28 
• Acts 17:29 
• Acts 17:30-31 

 
10.  What is the reaction to Paul’s address, and how is it instructive to us?   
 
 
John 14:15-21 
11.  What does Jesus promise His disciples in this reading? 

• John 14:16 
• John 14:18 
• John 14:19 
• John 14:20 

 
12.  What is the proper relationship between keeping the commandments and 
loving God? 
 
   
Devotional Thought from “The Lutheran Study Bible” 
In Athens, Paul engages the dominant religious and philosophical teachings of the 
day. The Gospel message is foolishness to people of this world. Yet, God desires 
to engage all people with His Word and, by the Spirit’s power, to open their hearts 
and minds to the good news of Jesus and His resurrection (TLSB, 1872).     
  
Closing Prayer 
Father, the Gospel of Jesus is the power by which we are saved. Guide Your people 
to engage the world with this message. Amen.  


