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Lenten Midweek 3  March 11, 2026  
 

“For Us He Seeks”  
 

AS WE GATHER  
Jesus talks all about seeking us in our texts this week. He does not wait passively 
until we get up the gumption to ask Him for help. Nor does He act out of selfish 
gain, like our health -care system seems to do so often today. Praying, teaching, 
working. In all these things, Jesus seeks us out and looks for ways to help us. This 
work is often overlooked because it is so ordinary. Water, bread and wine, the folly 
of preaching. In all these ordinary works, Jesus continues His ministry among us. 
This ministry of forgiveness means that Jesus continues to strengthen and help us.  
 

+ THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE +  
 

THE PRE LUDE : “Adagio Vesperale ” Page  
 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS  
 
(Please stand as you are able)  
THE LITANY OF LIGHT  
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THE THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
Leader:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:8 -9) . 

 
(Silence for personal prayer and reflection)  

 
Leader:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 
Leader:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen.  

 
(Please be seated)  
THE HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “Christ, the Life of All the Living ” Hymn 420  

(Verses 1, 6 - 7)  

 
THE RESPONSIVE PSALM (Psalm 80:1 –7)  
Leader:  Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock!  
People:  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.  
 
Leader:  Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up Your might and come 

to save us!  
People:  Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved!  
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Leader:  O LORD God of hosts,  
People:  how long will You be angry with Your people’s prayers?  
 
Leader:  You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to drink 

in full measure.  
People:  You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, and our 

enemies laugh among themselves.  
 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
THE FIRST READING: Mark 1:35 –39  
And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, He departed and went 
out to a desolate place, and there He prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with 
Him searched for Him, 37 and they found Him and said to Him, “Everyone is looking 
for You.” 38 And He said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach 
there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And He went throughout all Galilee, 
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.  
 

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 
(Please stand, as you are able)  
THE PASSION READING: Mark 14:53 –15:5 
Leader:  The Passion of Our Lord according to St. Mark, the 14 th  and 15 th  chapter s . 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and 
the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had followed Him at a distance, right into 
the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming 
himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking 
testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but they found none. 56 For many bore 
false witness against Him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 And some stood up 
and bore false witness against Him, saying, 58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made 
with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60 And the high 
priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have You no answer to make? What 
is it that these men testify against You?” 61But He remained silent and made no 
answer. Again the high priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest 
tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard 
His blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned Him as deserving 
death. 65 And some began to spit on Him and to cover His face and to strike Him, 
saying to Him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received Him with blows.  66 And as Peter 
was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67 and 
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seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the 
Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69 And the 
servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of 
them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to 
Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to 
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you 
speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 
remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny Me three times.” And he broke down and wept.  15:1And as soon as it was 
morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the 
whole Council. And they bound Jesus and led Him away and delivered Him over to 
Pilate. 2And Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He answered 
him, “You have said so.” 3And the chief priests accused Him of many things. 4 And 
Pilate again asked Him, “Have You no answer to make? See how many charges they 
bring against You.” 5But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.  
 

Leader:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
THE LENT RESPONSORY  
 

 

 

 

 
(Please be seated)  
THE SERIES  HYMN: “O Love, How Deep ”  Hymn 544  

( Verses 1 - 4)  

 
THE SERMON  Pastor Dan May  
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THE MUSICAL PSALM  
 

(The Congregation please join in singing each Refrain as marked.)  
 

 
 

 
 

O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;  
hear my voice when I cry to You. (Refrain)  
 
Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.  
Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;  
Let me not be occupied in wickedness with evil doers.  
But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take refuge.  
Stri p me not of my life.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. (Refrain)  

 
THE GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
Please take the black binder at the end of each pew, and fill out the appropriate 
info. We encourage our members to greet our visitors after the service.  

 
THE MUSICAL OFFERING: “Agnus Dei ” Choir  

 
(Please stand, as you are able)  
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
(During the spoken prayer, the music for each petition below will be played.  The 
congregation please join in singing following each petition.)  
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Taizé Community; Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923 –94; Text and tune: © 1982 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, 
France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001611  
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Leader:  O Lord, hear my prayer.  
People:  And let my cry come to You.  
 

Leader:  Heavenly Father, You did not remain apart from Your creation. You 
sought us when we were not seeking You and did for us what we could 
not do for ourselves. For all this we give You thanks and praise.  Hear us, 
and let our prayer be counted as incense before You,  

People:  (Refrain)  
 

Leader:  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of Your Word.  Hear us, and let our prayer be counted as incense 
before You,  

People:  (Refrain)  
 

Leader:  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness.  Hear us, and let our prayer be counted as incense before You,  

People:  (Refrain)  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
THE BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION   
Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Leader:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 
you peace.  

People:  Amen.  
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: “Glory Be to Jesus”  Hymn 433  
 
THE POSTLUDE : “Andante”  Smart  
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SERVING   

Liturgist  Pastor Dan Sheafer  

Orga n Myra Schmidt  

Piano  Matt Johnston  

Acolyte  Gabby Repp  

Usher  C rew  5  Jasper Downie, Arlan Hogan, Richie Cummins, Everett 

Cummins, Scott Everson, John Hoham, Dave Huffman, Ethan 

Kuhmichel, Caleb Layman, Brent Ostermeyer  

Audio  Mike Milholland  
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+MIDWEEK WORSHIP + 
 

Wednesday, March 1 8 , at 11:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  
 

“For Us He Heals”  
Lenten Worship Service  

 
Wednesday, March 25 , at 11:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  

 

“For Us Betrayed”  
Lenten Worship Service  

 
+HOLY WEEK + 

 
Thursday, April 2, at 11:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.  

 

“For Many, For Us”  
Maundy Thursday Worship  

 
Friday, April 3, at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.  

 

“For Us, He Died”  
Good Friday Worship at 1:00 p.m.  

Tenebrae Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 
+EASTER SUNDAY + 

 
Sunday, April 5 at 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m.  

 

Easter Sunday Services  
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EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Building faith in the city 

 

We are a caring family of baptized Christians bound together in the forgiveness 
which God has provided all people through His Son, Jesus.  
  

This family exists to announce this gift of forgiveness to individuals of all 
nations and cultures through the preaching of God’s Word and the 
administration of the Sacraments.  Emmanuel instructs young and old 
according to the confessional standard of the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod, 
and reaches out through forgiving relationships, working to connect all 
members of the family through caring friendships.  
  

Emmanuel serves as shepherds of the sheep; seekers of the lost; friends of 
sinners; and caregivers to the poor, lonely and broken -hearted.  It is a family 
that cares for all people and reaches out to witness to the love and forgiveness 
found in Jesus Christ.  
  

Emmanuel Worship Services  are designed to share God’s love and forgiveness 
through the ministry of Word and Sacrament.  We offer a variety of worship 
styles and we encourage you to worship in the liturgical style that best meets 
your needs.  
  

Saturday Evening Divine Service —This service  offers a contemporary setting 
and is held on Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.  
  

Sunday Morning Divine Services —These services are held on Sundays at 
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. and feature worship in a traditional liturgical setting.  

 

Church Staff  
Thomas A. Eggold, Senior Pastor  
Dan Sheafer, Associate Pastor  
Matt Johnston, Dir. of Music Ministry  
Lana Hille, Dir. of Congregational Care  
Sarah Pennekamp, Dir. of Discipleship  
                                  & Youth Ministry  
Liz Bejot,  Dir. of Children’s Ministry  
Jennifer Tweedy, Dir. of Admin.  
                                & Finance  
Arthur Klausmeier,  Pastor Emeritus  
Dan May, Pastoral Assistant  
Herb Schumm, Pastoral Assistant  

Mark Sheafer, Pastoral Assistant  
Ryan Tietz, Pastoral Assistan t 
Dan Dahling, Pastoral Assistant  
Myra Schmidt, Organist  
Dick Shively, Business Manager  
Becki Elonzae, Office Manager  
Randy Thompson, Maintenance Supervisor  
Carolyn Meyer, Administrative Assistant  
Brad Larson , Seminary Fieldworker  
Caleb Swor ,  Seminary Fieldworker  
Qien “Suzie” Su , Deaconess Fieldworker  

 

Emmanuel -St. Michael Lutheran School  
Dr. Ben Stellwagen , Principal  

1123 Union Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46802   Website : www.esmeagles.com  
 

http://www.esmeagles.com/
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420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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544 O Love, How Deep 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Public domain 
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433 Glory Be to Jesus 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 


