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“God’s Standard” 
 

“‘… For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted’” (Luke 18:14b). 

 
 During my junior year of high school, I got to take a class called U.S. History. This class 
was taught by Mr. Fluegge and covered the past history of the United States while also encouraging 
us to explore the current events for the country as well. As we would go through our text book, 
every now and then there would be a unique account that give a different look at one of the events 
we were focusing on at that time. There was one account that we read during that class that really 
stuck out to me then and is something that I remember still today. 
 That history textbook had a brief article on the story of the “Wizard of Oz”. The reason for 
this article was to open our eyes to an interpretation of this story that isn’t always widely known. 
I’m sure some of you know this, the story of the “Wizard of Oz”, was written during the time in our 
country’s history when the nation was debating what precious metals should be used to determine 
our money’s worth. The debate was ultimately over whether gold alone or both gold and silver 
should determine our money’s value. 
 When the story of the “Wizard of Oz” came out, some believed that the author of this story 
was in favor of using both gold and silver as the standard for money’s worth and so for many, 
especially at that time, this story was actually a comment on which choice the nation should make. 
Let me briefly explain how this interpretation works. While many of the characters in this story 
represent people of that time and the differing perspectives between the standards of gold or silver, 
this is the typical thought.  
 Dorothy represents the average American who has the problem of getting back home safely. 
She is encouraged to use the “yellow brick road” which in this view stands for the gold only 
standard. However, as her adventure goes, following the “yellow brick road” doesn’t actually get 
her home. She isn’t able to return home until she clicks her shoes together and in the original story, 
Dorothy’s shoes aren’t ruby red, they’re actually silver and, so in this view, the silver shoes 
represent the idea that silver should be part of the standard for money’s worth.  Still today, I 
imagine that there are people who debate what the author’s intent was. 
 In a somewhat similar fashion, our readings this weekend highlight another standard debate, 
however this one deals with determining a person’s favorable value or worth in God’s eyes. Our 
Gospel reading, especially the parable, paints very clear and revealing images of the two standards 
at play. When it comes to measuring a person’s worth in the eyes of God in this parable, one 
standard is our own human standard, the other is God’s standard. According to Jesus’ words, it’s 
only God’s standard that returns an individual home justified, or we might say, it’s only God’s 
standard that returns an individual home safely with a right or reconciled relationship with God. 
 The human standard depicted in this parable is represented by the pharisee. This pharisee 
clearly reveals that his understanding of favorable value and worth in God’s eyes is based on his 
own actions. The good things that he has done and the evil things that he has avoided unlike others 
in his community. The pharisee uses prayer to contrast himself with the most wicked of his society 
and then boasts all the more about how he goes above and beyond what actually is required by the 
Law. While his actions certainly appear noble, especially with the comparisons used, his attitude 
behind these actions is far less honorable as his trust remains rooted in himself to determine his favorable 
value and worth before God. 



 On the other side of the spectrum is God’s standard represented by the tax collector. This tax 
collector clearly reveals that his understanding of favorable value and worth in God’s eyes can’t be 
based on his own actions. Unable to look to heaven, without trying to make excuses for his sinful 
actions, the tax collector prays for God’s mercy. While his actions certainly reveal a guilty man, the 
attitude behind his guilt is one that realizes he can’t trust in himself for a favorable value and worth 
before God. 
 Still like the people during Jesus’ earthly ministry, we also frequently think that there is an 
ongoing debate as to which standard should be used to determine a person’s favorable value and 
worth in God’s eyes, our own or God’s. Sure, when we first considered ourselves Christians, God’s 
standard may have been what mattered, but now that we have been Christians for some time, it’s 
really our own personal standard that matters most. We may not be as bold as the pharisee in his 
prayer, but we easily find comfort and assurance in our own actions. We take false peace in 
comparing ourselves to others whose sins are more widely known. We track our good deeds as if 
each record achieved in the world’s eyes means even more in God’s eyes. We fake humility praying 
that others might notice our actions. We pretend to be dependent on God when we’re actually more 
comfortable depending on ourselves. 
 My dear friends, the truth is there is no debate. Our standards, whatever we might create, 
don’t ever come close. There’s no good action that we consistently can do or wicked action that we 
can regularly avoid that can influence our relationship with God. Our status before God, using our 
own standards, will always be that we’re just not worthy enough. Try as we might, before God, we 
can’t make up for our past sins nor can we build up enough credit for the sins that we will commit. 
There is no standard that we can invent this side of heaven that will be just good enough to earn us 
favorable value in God’s eyes. 
 When we recognize that our standards don’t cut it, then we can put this supposed debate to 
rest. We can let go of our excuses. We can stop our unfair comparisons. We can quit keeping 
records of our good deeds. Instead, we can humbly pray like that tax collector, “God, be merciful to 
me a sinner!” In these words, we are no longer faking humility so that others might raise us up. In 
these words, we are no longer depending upon ourselves. In these words, we humbly submit to 
God’s standard.  
 Humbled by God’s standard, we are mercifully redeemed by the One who kept God’s 
standard in our place. Jesus brings to us what we couldn’t earn on our own. Jesus brings us favor 
with God. He gives us favorable value and worth in God’s eyes. In place of our failures, in place of 
our good intentions that fall woefully short, in place of our overhyped dedication and worship to 
God, He lived up to God’s standard for our sake. Instead of praying in thanksgiving that He wasn’t 
like any of us, He took on flesh, took on our sin, took on our punishment and died and rose so that 
today we too might go home justified. By His life, death and resurrection, Jesus has made Himself 
our only standard for favorable value and worth before God. 
 Because Jesus is God’s standard freely given to all repentant sinners, the kingdom of God is 
for the youngest and meekest among us. God’s kingdom is for repentant sinners whose sins are the 
vilest we’ve ever known. God’s kingdom is for all because His work is the standard not our own. 
And God’s fulfillment of His own standard does not change. So yes, even today, God’s kingdom 
and His favor is yours because Jesus has met God’s standard for you. Today, you go home justified, 
forgiven, redeemed, reconciled in God’s eyes, thanks be to Jesus. Amen.   
 
 In Christ, 
 
 
  Pastor Dan    


