
Small Group Discussion Guide  —  March 15, 2020 

•   Series: “Life in His Name” 

•   Sermon: Reminders of Who We Are 
•   Scripture: John 8: 2-11 

FOLLOW-UP FROM LAST WEEK: 
What were some opportunities this past week where you experienced the Kingdom of God in 

surprising ways? Describe how it changed the way you see Christ at work in the world.  

CONNECT: 
1. How have the events of this past week affected your ability to trust God?  
2. What did you think of the experience of worshiping via technology versus being together in 

person? What might this teach us about the role that corporate worship plays in our lives?  

ENGAGE: 
Read John 8: 2-11. David described the three main players in this story and how Jesus provided 
“identity clarity” to each of them. 
1. Regarding Jesus:  

• How was Jesus’ response (v. 7-8) tricky for the legalistic Pharisees?  
• What message do you think Jesus was communicating about himself by writing in the sand 

(see Exodus 31)?  
2. Regarding the Pharisees: 

• What might be the significance to the detail that they began to withdraw after Jesus’ 
words, “starting with the oldest?”  

• What does this say about humility and wisdom as we age and walk with Jesus? 
3. Regarding the woman: 

• Why do you think Jesus told her he didn’t condemn her before he told her to leave her life 
of sin? 

• How do you imagine she felt and viewed herself after this scene?

APPLY: 
1. David said that all temptation has identity distortions in it. The enemy lies to us about who we 

are, and tries to lure us into painful and dangerous places. What voices have lied to you about 
who you are? What does God say in response to those lies? Have you ever thought of Mark 1: 
11 as words for you? If coming to Christ is “coming home to the truth of who you are,” how can 
this verse help direct your steps each day as you follow Christ? 

2. Considering the fact that all of us at one time or another have had moments when we were 
A.) Too quick to judge, and B.) Too quick to fall into sin, what do you think about the fact that 
Jesus did not openly rebuke either group in this story? How does this communicate the idea 
that the ground is level at the cross, and we are all equal in our need for Him? 



3. The way Jesus extended such generous grace to this woman, while still commanding her to 
repent, was beautiful in its simplicity and eloquence. How can we find ways to do the same in 
our world? 

PRAY: 
Father, thank you for loving us and forgiving us when we fail you, even when we know better. 
Thank you that your mercies are new every morning. Create in us a pure heart and empower us to 
extend this boundless mercy and grace to those who need it most. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

GOING DEEPER: 
1. Sometime, even the best stories in the Bible can seem inaccessible and remote. Rewrite the 

John 8 story with YOU as the woman, begin dragged by a group of YOUR enemies to Jesus 
because you were “caught” in one of your sins. Imagine the humiliation of it all, having your 
private sin made public. Then, imagine how beautiful would be the sound of the voice of Jesus 
saying, “Neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin.”  

2. David shared a poignant story about Abraham Lincoln purchasing a slave at auction, then 
setting her free. Her decision to then choose to follow him serves as a beautiful example of 
what Christ did for us on the cross. Reflect on the price that he paid for your purchase and 
whether or not you are still following him closely.  

SUPPORTING VERSES: 
Friendly reminder: Download one of the Bible apps on your phone or tablet to have quick access 
to the many different versions of scripture available. 

• Luke 4 
• Romans 3: 23 
• Romans 8: 1 

• John 10: 10 

SPECIAL STATEMENT: 

Psalms 46: 1-7, 10 “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will 
not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in an uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, 
the earth melts. The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress....”Be still and know 
that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”  

Keep these beautiful words of comfort in your hearts and minds as you walk through the storms 
this week. To keep informed of the latest developments at Hope remember to check in at 

hopecentral.com/updates 

http://hopecentral.com/updates
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