SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2019 / WHEN DESPAIR SETS IN

GENESIS 21:8-21

When Isaac grew up and was about to be weaned, Abraham prepared a huge feast to celebrate the
occasion. 9But Sarah saw Ishmael—the son of Abraham and her Egyptian servant Hagar—making fun
of her son, Isaac. 10So she turned to Abraham and demanded, “Get rid of that slave woman and her
son. He is not going to share the inheritance with my son, Isaac. I won’t have it!” 11This upset Abraham
very much because Ishmael was his son. 12But God told Abraham, “Do not be upset over the boy
and your servant. Do whatever Sarah tells you, for Isaac is the son through whom your descendants
will be counted. 13But I will also make a nation of the descendants of Hagar’s son because he is your
son, too.” 14So Abraham got up early the next morning, prepared food and a container of water, and
strapped them on Hagar’s shoulders. Then he sent her away with their son, and she wandered aimlessly in the wilderness of Beersheba. 15When the water was gone, she put the boy in the shade of a
bush. 16Then she went and sat down by herself about a hundred yards, “I don’t want to watch the boy
die,” she said, as she burst into tears. 17But God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to
Hagar from heaven, “Hagar, what’s wrong? Do not be afraid! God has heard the boy crying as he lies
there. 18Go to him and comfort him, for I will make a great nation from his descendants.” 19Then God
opened Hagar’s eyes, and she saw a well full of water. She quickly filled her water container and gave
the boy a drink. 20And God was with the boy as he grew up in the wilderness. He became a skilful
archer, 21and he settled in the wilderness of Paran. His mother arranged for him to marry a woman
from the land of Egypt.
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UPCOMING AT HOPE
What Happens In Deserts ~ Each
of us will experience dry, hard, and
difficult seasons of life. Seasons full
of uncertainty and scarcity — seasons
that feel a lot like deserts. So, how is
God shaping us in the midst of those
desert seasons? In this 5-week sermon
series, we’ll discuss what it means to
endure these season of scarcity, and
we’ll look at how God is working and
present, even in the midst of our spiritual deserts.
Short-Term Mission Trips ~ We’ve
updated our website with short-term
mission trip opportunities for 2019!
Check out the details at hopecentral.
com/outreach
Hope is Hiring! ~ We are currently
receiving applications for staff positions in administration Learn more and
apply at hopecentral.com/employment

Hope For The Week ~ Each week,
receive a weekly email message from
Hope with inspiration, updates, and
information about Hope happenings.
Sign up online at hopecentral.com/
hftw
Men’s Retreat ~ We’re hoping to
send a group of men from Hope to
the upcoming Rockbridge Men’s
Weekend on April 5-7 in Lexington,
VA. Hope staffer, Tuck Knupp, will be
the keynote speaker. Learn more and
register at hopecentral.com/events
Hope Cast ~ Each Wednesday, you
can tune in to a new Hope Cast – a
weekly podcast conversation on
discovering hope in the rhythms of
daily life. You can find the Hope Cast
by searching “Hope Cast RVA” in the
iTunes podcast app, by using the Media section of the Hope Church app,
or visiting hopecentral.com/hopecast

KIDS & STUDENTS
Hope Kids For infants - 5th grade
+Offered during all morning services
+West Creek & Midtown
hopecentral.com/kids

Hope Students Weekly gathering in the Lodge:
+ Middle School - Sundays at 5pm
+ High School - Sundays at 7pm
hopecentral.com/students

WEST CREEK 12445 Patterson Ave.

+ Main Building: 8am, 9:30am, 11am, 5pm
+ Lodge: 9:30am, 11am

MIDTOWN 4100 W Grace St

+ Thomas Jefferson High School
+ Sundays @ 10:30am
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