A Portrait of Jesus in The Gospel of John: The Light in the Darkness
John 7:53-8:30 (LSB)

Big Idea

You will either look to the Light of the World for mercy, or you will die in the darkness of your sins.

Introduction

Picture Jerusalem during the Feast of Booths. Four enormous lampstands tower over the Court of the
Women, their flames illuminating the city as a reminder of the pillar of fire that led Israel through the
wilderness. Every evening the people celebrated God's faithful guidance. Yet John deliberately shows us
that while the temple glowed with physical light, the hearts of Israel's leaders remained spiritually dark.
Into that setting Jesus announces, 'l am the Light of the World.' This sermon explores three scenes that
reveal Christ's mercy, deity, and saving call.

Historical Background

The Feast of Booths commemorated God's provision in the wilderness (Leviticus 23). The lighting
ceremony symbolized God's covenant presence. Jesus intentionally uses that imagery to reveal Himself as
the fulfillment of everything the feast anticipated. John's Gospel repeatedly presents Jesus as the
fulfillment of Israel's institutions, festivals, and hopes.

A Brief Note on John 7:53-8:11

Many modern translations note that this paragraph is absent from some early Greek manuscripts.
Conservative evangelical scholars differ on whether it was originally part of John's Gospel. Even so, the
account is consistent with the character, teaching, and ministry of Jesus and has long been received by the
church as a faithful account of His ministry. When preaching the passage, it is wise to acknowledge the
textual note briefly, affirm God's preservation of Scripture, and then focus on the theological truth
revealed in the narrative.



I. The Light Exposes and Absolves (7:53-8:11)

The scribes and Pharisees weaponize a guilty woman to trap Jesus rather than seeking justice or
restoration.

Jesus refuses to minimize adultery, yet He exposes the hypocrisy of self-righteous accusers.

Only the truly sinless Judge possesses the right to condemn, and He chooses to extend mercy because He
is moving toward the cross where justice and grace will meet.

Thomas Watson reminds believers that Christ delights to pardon repentant sinners.
Quote — Thomas Watson

“Christ is more ready to pardon sins than we are to commit them; more willing to forgive than we are to ask
forgiveness.”

Supporting Quote — J.C. Ryle

“There is mercy with Christ for the very chief of sinners. There is such a fullness of compassion in Him that none
need despair who are willing to repent and believe.”

Illustration

Imagine a person carrying a flashlight during daylight but refusing to open his eyes. The problem is not
the absence of light but the refusal to see. So it is with the gospel.

Cross References
Exodus 13:21-22; [saiah 9:2; [saiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:6; [saiah 60:1-3; John 1:4-9; John 3:19-21; Colossians
1:13-14; 1 John 1:5-7.

Pastoral Application




Il. The Light Authenticates His Identity (8:12-20)
Jesus' declaration 'l am the Light of the World' recalls the pillar of fire and points to His deity.

His authority rests not in human approval but in perfect unity with the Father.
To know Christ is to know the Father; to reject Christ is to remain in darkness.
J.C. Ryle emphasizes that Christ alone gives spiritual light.

Quote — ].C. Ryle

“Christ is the true Light of the world. He is the Sun of righteousness, the source of all saving knowledge, holiness,
and comfort. Apart from Him there is nothing but darkness for the soul.”

lllustration
Imagine a person carrying a flashlight during daylight but refusing to open his eyes. The problem is not
the absence of light but the refusal to see. So it is with the gospel.

Cross References
Exodus 13:21-22; [saiah 9:2; Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:6; [saiah 60:1-3; John 1:4-9; John 3:19-21; Colossians
1:13-14; 1 John 1:5-7.

Pastoral Application




lll. The Light Warns of Eternal Separation (8:21-30)
Jesus contrasts those from above with those from below.

The phrase 'l AM' echoes Exodus 3:14 and Isaiah 43, identifying Jesus with Yahweh.
To die in one's sins means entering eternity under God's righteous judgment.
Supporting Quote — J.C. Ryle

“To die in your sins is the most fearful death that a man can die. It is to leave this world unforgiven, unrenewed,
and unfit for the presence of God.”

lllustration
Imagine a person carrying a flashlight during daylight but refusing to open his eyes. The problem is not
the absence of light but the refusal to see. So it is with the gospel.

Cross References
Exodus 13:21-22; [saiah 9:2; [saiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:6; [saiah 60:1-3; John 1:4-9; John 3:19-21; Colossians
1:13-14; 1 John 1:5-7.

Pastoral Application

Supporting Quote — Thomas Watson

“Unbelief is the great damning sin because it rejects the remedy which God has provided in His Son.”

Conclusion

Even in this solemn warning, many believe, demonstrating God's saving grace.

John concludes by telling us that many believed in Jesus. The same Christ who confronted hardened
religious leaders also welcomed repentant sinners. The Light still shines. Those who humble themselves
receive mercy; those who cling to self-righteousness remain in darkness. The call of the gospel is clear:
come to Christ, believe in the great I AM, and receive the light of life.

Pastoral Prayer

Father, thank You for sending Your Son, the Light of the World. Search our hearts, expose our sin, and
lead us to repentance. May we walk in the light as He is in the light, and may those who do not yet know
Christ believe today. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.



