
Our Story Begins

1. The Fall of Jerusalem – The Church Moves Out
2 . Council of Nicaea – The Trinity Affirmed
3 Augustine Father of the West3.       Augustine – Father of the West
4. Council of Chalcedon – Who and What is Jesus

5. Eastern Orthodoxy ‐‐ A Visceral Approach5.       Eastern Orthodoxy   A Visceral Approach
6. Charlemagne ‐‐ Latin Christianity     
7. Protestant Reformation ‐‐ Faith Alone
8. Protestant Reformation – Theological Genius 
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What’s in this Session?

You will learnYou will learn …
1. Cappadocian Fathers
2 O h d il2. Orthodoxy Prevails
3. Theodosius and Justinian
4. Hagia Sophia
5. Cyril and Methodius5. Cyril and Methodius
6. Distinctives of Eastern Orthodoxy

3



Cappadocian Fathers
• Basil the Great
G f N• Gregory of Nyssa

• Gregory of Naziansus
• John Chrysostom
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Cappadocian Fathers and the 
Christological ControversyChristological Controversy

• The Great Cappadocians replied, “If deity 
took the place of a human mind, how does 
that help? Deity joined to flesh alone is 
not truly human!”



Orthodoxy Prevails: Council of 
Chalcedon (451)Chalcedon (451)

• Why?Monophysites claimed that Jesus’Why?Monophysites claimed that Jesus  
divine nature swallowed up his human 
nature.

• What happened? Bishops affirmed that 
Jesus was one person with two natures: 
“Christ [is] ... recognized in two natures, 
without confusion, division, or separation 
b if Ch i d i... but not as if Christ were parted into two 

persons.”



Orthodoxy Prevails: Council of Constantinople II 
(553)(553)

• Why?
Monophysite theology 
became popular again.

• What happened?
The council denounced 
both Nestorians and 
Monophysites.



Orthodoxy Prevails: With Schisms

• Mono = One
• Physite = Nature



Orthodoxy Prevails: With Schisms
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Eastern vs. Oriental Orthodoxy

Eastern Orthodoxy (Chalcedonian)Eastern Orthodoxy (Chalcedonian)
�Greek Orthodox
�Russian Orthodox
�Romanian Orthodox

Oriental Orthodoxy (Monophysite)Oriental Orthodoxy (Monophysite)
�Coptic Church
� Ethiopian Orthodox Church p
�Armenian Church



Orthodoxy Prevails: With Schisms



What on Earth Was Happening?

• The ancient Roman Empire was fallingThe ancient Roman Empire was falling 
apart.

• The feudal system gradually emerged to• The feudal system gradually emerged to 
provide a semblance of social order.
Ch h i d f• Churches in eastern and western parts of 
the former empire were developing very 
diff i d idifferent perspectives and practices.



Theodosius

• Emperor Theodosius ruled the Roman EmpireEmperor Theodosius ruled the Roman Empire 
from AD 379 until 395.

• Theodosius was the last emperor to rule both• Theodosius was the last emperor to rule both 
halves of the Roman Empire.
Th d i d l d Ch i i i h ffi i l• Theodosius declared Christianity the official 
faith of the Roman Empire. 



Justinian – 483‐565 reigned 527‐565 

• Most Renown Byzantine Emperor
E d d th E i• Expanded the Empire

• Reformed the Law Code
• Staunch defender of the Nicene Creed
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Justinian



Justinian



Justinian



Hagia Sophia

Two Historic MomentsTwo Historic Moments
1. Vladimir Adopts Christianity 988 AD
2. Great Schism 1054 AD
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Cyril and Methodius: Missionaries to 
the Slavsthe Slavs
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Cyril and Methodius

•Sent to Moravia – 863 AD
•Invented the Glagolitic Alphabet
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Eastern Orthodoxy

• RELATIONAL

• MONASTIC

• LITURGICAL

• USE OF ICONS



Relational

• West ‐‐ Start with the the Unity of GodWest  Start with the the Unity of God
• East  ‐‐ Start with the Three Person of the 
TrinityTrinity

This approach affects the way you look at the pp y y
doctrine of JUSTIFICATION 
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Monastic
• Monasticism occupies a central place

f l b d b d• Vows of celibacy, poverty, and obedience
• Many great bishops and theologians were 
monks
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Codex Sinaiticus
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Monasteries
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LITUGICAL
• Deacon: Let us complete our prayer to the Lord.
• People: Lord have mercy• People: Lord, have mercy.
• Deacon: For the precious gifts here presented, let us pray 

to the Lord.
• People: Lord, have mercy.
• Deacon: For this holy house and for those who enter it 

i h f i h d h f f d lwith faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to 
the Lord.

• People: Lord, have mercy.People: Lord, have mercy.
• Deacon: For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, 

danger, and distress, let us pray to the Lord.
• People: Lord, have mercy.



USE OF ICONS



USE OF ICONS: Iconostasis



Islam and Iconoclasm
• Muhammad lived in 
M di iMecca, a trading post in 
Arabia. 

• In 610, Muhammad 
claimed an angel had 
entrusted him with 
words from Allah, the 

Muhammad and His Army
one true God.



Islam and Iconoclasm

• Followers of Muhammad became known asFollowers of Muhammad became known as 
Muslims from the Arabic Islam 
(“submission”)( submission ).

• The words that Muhammad claimed to 
have received from the angel Gabriel werehave received from the angel Gabriel were 
eventually recorded in the Qur’an 
(“recitation”)( recitation ).



Islam and Iconoclasm

• Muslims rejected all idols and even pointedMuslims rejected all idols and even pointed 
out that many Christians seemed to 
worship icons of Jesus (something that alsoworship icons of Jesus (something that also 
concerned many Christians).

• In 725 a volcano rocked Constantinople;• In 725, a volcano rocked Constantinople; 
the eastern emperor wondered if this was a 
punishment for icon worshippunishment for icon‐worship.



Iconoclasm

• Conflict quickly erupted 
between iconodules (“icon‐
kissers”) and iconoclasts 
(“icon‐smashers”).

• At first, the emperor sided p
with the iconoclasts.



Iconoclasm

• Iconoclasts claimed that 
iconodules were idolizing 
their icons.

• In 787, the Second 
Council of NicaeaCouncil of Nicaea 
allowed reverence of 
icons but clearly forbadeicons but clearly forbade 
worship of icons.



Comparison

Eastern Orthodoxy
More spiritual

Static/reluctant to change 

Roman Catholicism
More practical, reasoning

Dynamic/beliefs can change over 
ti

Monotheistic
doctrines

God the father is the supreme 
being, Jesus the son and the holy 
spirit beneath him

time

God the father, Jesus the son, and 
the holy spirit are all equal and of 
the same spirit

Believed Jesus was 
the Messiah and died so 

believers could go to heaven
spirit beneath him

Deification (goal is for you to
become like god)

All bi h   l  h  i   

p

Salvation (goal is for your impure 
soul to be saved by god)

Church is headed by a Pope 

Have Seven Sacraments

Main holy text is 
the Bible

All bishops are equal, there is no 
one single head of the church

All icons are two-dimensional

Church is headed by a Pope 
considered infallible

Statues, three-dimensional 
representations

Worship in
churches


