
THE SHADOW OF FAILURE 
Making a Comeback - Part 4 

 
“Though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.”   
Proverbs 24:16  
 
FAILURE TRAPS: 
• PRIDE 
• Our PAST 

 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.”  John 10:10  
 
HOW TO MAKE A COMEBACK AFTER FAILURE: 
 
1. Don’t RUSH IT because restoration is a PROCESS. 
“I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel.  But the pot he was shaping from the clay 
was marred in his hands; so, the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.”   
Jeremiah 18:3-4  
 
“For God knew His people in advance, and He chose them to become like His Son…” Romans 8:29  
 
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”   
2 Corinthians 4:7  
 
“In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and some are made of wood and clay.  The expensive 
utensils are used for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use.  If you keep yourself pure, you will 
be a utensil God can use for his purpose.  Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use you for 
every good work.”  2 Timothy 2:20-21  
 
2.  Give your failures to God because it’s the only way to START OVER! 
“Generous in love—God, give grace!  Huge in mercy—wipe out my bad record.  Scrub away my guilt; soak out my 
sins in your laundry.  I know how bad I’ve been; my sins are staring me down.  You’re the One I’ve violated, and 
you’ve seen it all, seen the full extent of my evil.  You have all the facts before you; whatever you decide about me is 
fair.  I’ve been out of step with you for a long time. What you’re after is truth from the inside out.  Enter me, then 
conceive a new, true life.  Soak me in your laundry and I’ll come out clean, scrub me and I’ll have a snow-white life.  
Tune me in to foot-tapping songs; set these once-broken bones to dancing.  Don’t look too close for blemishes. Give 
me a clean bill of health.  God, make a fresh start in me.  Shape a Genesis week from the chaos of my life.  Don’t 
throw me out with the trash or fail to breathe holiness in me.  Bring me back from gray exile. Put a fresh wind in my 
sails…Commute my death sentence, God.  Going through the motions doesn’t please you. A flawless performance is 
nothing to you.  I learned God-worship when my pride was shattered.  Heart-shattered lives ready for love don’t for 
a moment escape God’s notice.”  Psalm 51  
 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful 
streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his name. Even when I walk 
through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and 
comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with oil. 
My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and 
I will live in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23  

 
KEY TRUTHS TO REMEMBER WHEN YOU ARE IN THE SHADOW OF FAILURE: 

1. God is in CONTROL no matter how things may appear. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 
afraid?  Psalm 27:1  
 
“When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had killed all the prophets 
of Baal. So, Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: ‘May the gods strike me and even kill me if by this time tomorrow I 
have not killed you just as you killed them.’”  1 Kings 19:1-2  
 



“Elijah was afraid and fled for his life. He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant there. Then he 
went on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day. He sat down under a solitary broom tree and prayed that he 
might die. ‘I have had enough, Lord,’ he said. ‘Take my life, for I am no better than my ancestors who have already 
died.’”  1 Kings 19:3-4  
 
2. God is with you even when you can’t see His PLAN. 

“Then he lay down and slept under the broom tree. But as he was sleeping, an angel touched him and told him, ‘Get 
up and eat!’ He looked around and there beside his head was some bread baked on hot stones and a jar of water! So, 
he ate and drank and lay down again.” 1 Kings 19:5-6  
 
“Then the angel of the Lord came again and touched him and said, ‘Get up and eat some more, or the journey ahead 
will be too much for you.’” 1 Kings 19:7  
 
3.  When you think it is all over, with God, things are just BEGINNING. 

“About eight days later Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the 
appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly, two men, Moses and 
Elijah, appeared and began talking with ….”  Luke 9:28-31a  
 
“But the Lord said to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” 1 Kings 19:9b  
 


