
THRIVING WHEN YOU DON’T AGREE 
Thrive – Part 2 of 8 

 
“Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart.” Proverbs 17:3 (NLT) 
 
KEY TRUTH #1:  Before every blessing is a TEST. 
“We speak God’s message because God tested us and trusted us to do it. When we speak, we are not trying to please people, but 
God, who tests our hearts.”  1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NCV) 
 
KEY TRUTH #2:  God tests us before he TRUSTS us to accomplish His plan for our lives. 
“5 The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and 
after that they were to enter the king’s service.   8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.” Daniel 1:5, 8 (NIV) 
 
 4 Qualities God Looks for In Your Life: 
 

1. INTEGRITY  
“Daniel resolved not to defile himself . . .”  Daniel 1:8a (NIV) 

 
“Don’t conform yourself to the values of this world. Instead, let God transform you by a complete change of how you think. 
Then you will be able to know the will of God . . .” Romans 12:2 (TEV)  

 
2. DISCIPLINE 

“Daniel made up his mind not to eat the food and wine given to them by the king.” Daniel 1:8a (TLB) 
 

“Do not let any part of your body become a tool of wickedness used for sinning; instead give yourself completely to God . . . 
because you want to be a tool in the hands of God used for his good purposes.” Romans 6:13 (TLB) 

 
3. COURAGE 

“Never follow the crowd in doing wrong, and don’t be swayed in your testimony by the mood of the majority.”  
Exodus 23:2 (GW/LB) 

 
“Stand true to what you believe. Be courageous. Be strong!” 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NLT) 

 
4. HUMILITY 

“8 Daniel made up his mind to eat and drink only what God had approved for his people to eat. And he asked the king’s chief 
official for permission not to eat the food and wine served in the royal palace. 9 God had made the official friendly and kind to 
Daniel. 10 But the man still told him, ‘The king has decided what you must eat and drink. And I am afraid he will kill me, if you 
eat something else and end up looking worse than the other young men.’ 11 The king’s official had put a guard in charge of 
Daniel and his three friends. So Daniel said to the guard, 12 ‘For the next ten days, let us have only vegetables and water at 
mealtime. 13 When the ten days are up, compare how we look with the other young men, and decide what to do with us.’ 14 The 
guard agreed to do what Daniel had asked.  15 Ten days later, Daniel and his friends looked healthier and better than the young 
men who had been served food from the royal palace. 16 After this, the guard let them eat vegetables instead of the rich food and 
wine.   18 At the end of the three-year period set by King Nebuchadnezzar, his chief palace official brought all the young men to 
him. 19 The king interviewed them and discovered that none of the others were as outstanding as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah. So they were given positions in the royal court.  Daniel 1:8b-16, 18-19 (CEV) 

 
How to Make Your Case to Anyone in Authority: 
 

1. Develop a reputation for showing RESPONSIBILITY 
2. Be HUMBLE, not belligerent. 
3. Don’t be DECEPETIVE or manipulative. 
4. APPEAL to their goals and interests. 
5. Choose the RIGHT place, time and words. 
6. TRUST God if they reject your appeal. 

 


