
  1 

 

“WEEDS”: A Sermon Series About The Competitors Of A Productive Life. 
Part 3: Pleasure Is The Measure of Your Treasure 

 
 
Mark 4:3-8, 14-20 (ESV) 
3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it 
had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had 
no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 
produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold 
and a hundredfold.”  
14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where 
the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the 
word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the 
ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they 
have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or per-
secution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away.18 And others 
are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown 
on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thir-
tyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
 
1.) Seeds only release their power as they go deep. 
 
2.) The condition of the soil determines the yield of the harvest. 
 
3.) Roots have to overcome many competitors. 
 
Luke 8:14 (ESV)  
“And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go 
on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and 
their fruit does not mature.” 
 

___________ + ___________ = joy  
 
How can we experience lasting joy in a culture of immediate gratification? 
 
1. Realize your treasure and your heart are inseparably linked. 
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Matthew 6:21 (NIV)  
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
2. Learn to love things in proportion to their worth. 
 
Genesis 25:29-34 (NIV) 
“Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open coun-
try, famished. He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m 
famished!” 
Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 
“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?” 
But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”  
So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave 
Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and 
left. So Esau despised his birthright.” 
 
3. Remember to enjoy your life in light of eternity. 
 
Hebrews 11:24-25 (NIV) “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 
known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along 
with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.” 
 
“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only 
logical explanation is that I was made for another world.” C.S. Lewis 
 
 
 


