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    God's case against the Religionist. 

 

 

 

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He 
washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. (NLT) 

 

  

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gi  
of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. (NKJ) 

 

  

 

1)      Religionists: the religionist (Jew) professes religion. 

 

  

 

Romans 2:17-20 You who call yourselves Jews are relying on God’s law, and you boast about your special 
rela onship with him. 18 You know what he wants; you know what is right because you have been 
taught his law. 19 You are convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a light for people who are lost 
in darkness. 20 You think you can instruct the ignorant and teach children the ways of God. For you are 
certain that God’s law gives you complete knowledge and truth. (NLT) 

 

  

 

Romans 3:20 For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law 
simply shows us how sinful we are. (NLT) 
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Deuteronomy 7:7-8 “The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you were more 
numerous than other na ons, for you were the smallest of all na ons! 8 Rather, it was simply that the 
Lord loves you, and he was keeping the oath he had sworn to your ancestors. That is why the Lord 
rescued you with such a strong hand from your slavery and from the oppressive hand of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt. (NLT) 

 

  

 

 

 

Ma hew 23:28 Outwardly you look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with 
hypocrisy and lawlessness. (NLT) 

 

  

 

2 Timothy 3:5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay 
away from people like that! (NLT) 

 

 

 

2)      False Profession: the religionist (Jew) fails to live what he professes. 

 

 

 

Romans 2:21-24 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that a 
man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? 
You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God 
through breaking the law? 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gen les because of you,” 
as it is wri en. (NLT) 
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3) The religionist believes that a ritual is the way to secure God’s praise or approval (for example, 
circumcision, bap sm, and church membership). 

 

  

 

Romans 2:25-27 The Jewish ceremony of circumcision has value only if you obey God’s law. But if you 
don’t obey God’s law, you are no be er off than an uncircumcised Gen le. 26 And if the Gen les obey 
God’s law, won’t God declare them to be his own people? 27 In fact, uncircumcised Gen les who keep 
God’s law will condemn you Jews who are circumcised and possess God’s law but don’t obey it. (NLT) 

 

  

 

Ma hew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven. (NKJ) 

 

 

 

4) The religionist misses the whole point—a true religionist is a man who is righteous inwardly. 

 

 

 

Romans 2:28-29 For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you 
have gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29 No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. 
And true circumcision is not merely obeying the le er of the law; rather, it is a change of heart produced 
by the Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise[a] from God, not from people. (NLT) 

 

  

 

Gala ans 3:7The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. (NLT) 


