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Daniel 1:1-7 
“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the 
vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and 
placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to 
bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, youths without blemish, of 
good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 
The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They 
were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king.  Among 
these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah.  And the chief of the eunuchs 
gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called 
Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.”   

3 stages of the Babylonian captivity  
Phase 1--605 B.C. Daniel, his friends, and others were sent into captivity.   
Phase 2--597 B.C.  King Jehoiachin was taken captive along with Ezekiel and many others. 
Phase 3--587 B.C.  Final destruction of Jerusalem under King Zedekiah.  

I. God’s Plan 

Daniel 1:2 “And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the 
house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels 
in the treasury of his god.” 

A. Judgment, Leviticus 26:14-46, Deuteronomy 28:15-68, Isaiah 13 

B. Encouragement 

Jeremiah 29:5–7 “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and 
have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may 
bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have 
sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  

1 Peter 2:9-12 “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from 



the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation.”  

C. Blessing     

Jeremiah 29:10–14 “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then 
you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when 
you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your 
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the 
LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.” 

II. The Enemy’s Plan  

Daniel 1:3-6 “Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of 
Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, youths without blemish, of good appearance and 
skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the 
king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. The king assigned them a 
daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for 
three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king.  Among these were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah.”   

Daniel 1:7 “And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he 
called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.” 

Daniel—God is my judge  Belteshazzar—Oh Lady (wife of the god Bel) protect the king.  
Hananiah—God is gracious  Shadrach—I am very fearful of God  
Mishael—Who is like God?  Meshach—I am of little account 
Azariah—The Lord is my helper Abednego—Servant of the shining one (Nebo)  

How can we be prepared to serve the King?  

1. Grow in discipline 

1 Timothy 4:7b-8 “Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, 
godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.” 

2. Invest wisely in lasting relationships 

3. Live on mission


