What's New About the New Covenant?
May 5, 2024 | Acts 20:1-12
Jason Finley, Lead Pastor for Equipping

Biblical covenants: God initiates relationship with people that involves a bond in blood.

Covenants in the Bible
Old Testament New Testament

Creation Covenant
Noahic Covenant
Abrahamic Covenant New Covenant
Mosaic/Old Covenant

Davidic Covenant

Jeremiah 31:31-34 | 31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when | took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, declares the
Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my
law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

Hebrews 8:6 | But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he
mediates is better...

Matthew 5:17 | Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them.

Big Idea: Because Jesus has fulfilled the Old Covenant law, live as Christ’s
New Covenant community.

I. New birth instead of birth (vv. 1-3)

Genesis 17:7 | And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.

John 3:3| Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

1 Peter 1:3 | Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,



Il. “Go and tell” instead of “come and see” (vv. 4-6)

1 Kings 8:41-42 | 41 “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a far country for your
name'’s sake 42 (for they shall hear of your great name and your mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he
comes and prays toward this house,

John 20:21 | Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.”

Acts 1:8 | But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

lll. Lord’s Day instead of Sabbath (v. 7a)
Exodus 20:8 | “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Matthew 5:17 | Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them.

Matthew 11:28-12:8 | 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck
heads of grain and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not
lawful to do on the Sabbath..”

6 ...| tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 7 And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

The Law through the Lens of Christ
(from Jason DeRouchie, 40 Questions About Biblical Theology)
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Galatians 6:2 | Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Colossians 2:16-17 | 16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.

IV. Lord’s Supper instead of Passover (vv. 7b, 11)

Hebrews 7:26-27 | 26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated
from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his
own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

1 Corinthians 11:23-33 | 23 For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night
when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats
and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be
condemned along with the world. 33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another—

V. God in us (Indwelling Holy Spirit) instead of God with us (temple) (vv. 12-16)

2 Corinthians 3:14 | But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil
remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away.

John 14:17 | even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

Benediction
Hebrews 13:20-21 | 20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do
his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.



