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Four similarities of the two men who built houses  
1. Both heard Jesus’ teaching.  
2. Both proceed to build a house after hearing Jesus teach.  
3. Both built their houses in the same general location.   
4. Both built similar houses outwardly.    

Matthew 7:21-23 [21] “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] 
On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 

cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ [23] And then 
will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 

Big Idea: Hear and obey the King.  

I. The wise man builds his life on the rock 

Matthew 7:24-25 [24] “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them 
will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. [25] And the rain fell, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 
had been founded on the rock.”  

James 1:22-24 [22] But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. [23] For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 
who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. [24] For he looks at himself and goes 

away and at once forgets what he was like.   

1 John 2:4-6 [4] Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him, [5] but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 

God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: [6] whoever says he abides 
in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

Matthew 16:15-18 [15] He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” [16] Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” [17] And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 

you, but my Father who is in heaven. [18] And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  

II. The foolish man builds his life on the sand 

Matthew 7:26-27 [26] “And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do 
them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. [27] And the rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 

great was the fall of it.” 



 “It is not enough to hear Christ’s sayings, and to understand them.  It is not enough to 
hear them and remember them, it is not enough to hear them and talk about them.  It is 
not enough to hear them and repeat them, to hear them and admire them, to hear them 
and dispute for them.  We must hear them and do them.”  Matthew Henry  

Jeremiah 23:19–20 [19] “Behold, the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a 
whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. [20] The anger of the LORD 

will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the 
latter days you will understand it clearly.” 

Matthew 24:37–39, 44 [37] “For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. [38] For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, [39] and they 
were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. [44] Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect.” 

Proverbs 12:7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the 
righteous will stand. 

III. The King’s people hear and obey 

Matthew 7:28-29 [28] And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were 
astonished at his teaching, [29] for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and 

not as their scribes. 

Matthew 5:1-2 [1] Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. [2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 


