
HOPE THAT MOTIVATES FAITHFULNESS
God’s word motivates us to pray for His glory.

Daniel 9:1–19

Big Idea: God’s word motivates us to pray and models for us how to pray. 

I. God’s Word speaks to our circumstances (9:1-2; Jer. 25:11-14).
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the realm of the 
Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according 
to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolaFons of Jerusalem, 
namely, seventy years. 

  
II. God’s Word impacts our praying (9:3-19).

Two ways:
A. It motivates us to pray (v. 3).  

3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasFng and sackcloth 
and ashes. 

 B. It models for us how to pray (vv. 4-19).   
1. Adoration – Praise God for His character and a1ributes (v. 4).

4 I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 

Begin by praising God for His aOributes, His greatness and faithfulness. Let God’s character 
provide the context for prayer, so He’s the center of gravity, not you.   Randy Alcorn  

2. Confession - Confess how you have fallen short of God’s character and commands (vv. 5-14).
 a. Confess that you have sinned (vv. 5, 8, 11, 15).    

 (1) Sin is rebellion (vv. 5-6, 9-11a).  
5 we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your 
commandments and rules. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in 
your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.  
9 To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him  
10 and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set 
before us by his servants the prophets.  
11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice.  

Psalm 32:5 
5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 

 (2) Sin has consequences (vv. 7-8). 
▪ Disgrace (v. 7-8)  

7 To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of 
Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who 
are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that 
they have commiOed against you.  
8 To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, 
because we have sinned against you. 

Daniel 9:16b  
Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are around us.  

▪ Discipline (Deut. 28:15-68; Heb. 12:10-11) 
Hebrews 12:10–11  



10 For they disciplined us for a short Fme as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the 

moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields 
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

▪ DestrucFon (2 Thess. 1:8-9; 2 Peter 3:7; Gal. 6:8)   
2 Thessalonians 1:8–9 

8 in flaming fire, inflicFng vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal 

destrucFon, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,  

 b. Confess that God is righteous (vv. 11b-14).
(1) He is faithful to his covenant promises (vv. 11-13). 

11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice.  
And the curse and oath that are wriOen in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been 
poured out upon us, because we have sinned against him.  
12 He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by 
bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything 
like what has been done against Jerusalem.  
13 As it is wriOen in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not 
entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquiFes and gaining insight by your 
truth.  

(2) He is just in all his acFons (vv. 14, 16a). 
14 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our 
God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice.  

  
3. Petitions - Express dependence on God as your bring request to Him (vv. 15-19).
  
 Four request:

a. Turn your anger and wrath from Jerusalem (v. 16).   
15 And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, 
and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 
16 “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your 
city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquiFes of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
your people have become a byword among all who are around us.  

   
b. Make your face shine on your desolate sanctuary (v. 17).   

17 Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for 
your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate.  
  

 c. Open your eyes to see Israel’s desolaFon (v. 18).   
18 O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolaFons, and the city that is 
called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but 
because of your great mercy.  

     
d. Forgive our sin (v. 19).   

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay aOenFon and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my 
God, because your city and your people are called by your name.” 

 


