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BIG IDEA: Live in the Legacy of Abraham 
 
I. Why did God give the Israelites this passage? 
 

1. To Highlight the Promise (vv. 5, 11) 
 
2. To Bolster their Faith (vv. 7-10) 
 
3. To Underscore their Calling (vv. 1-6, 12-18) 

 
Isaiah 60:6-7 | “6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 
shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the 
praises of the Lord. 7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you; 
the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; they shall come up with 
acceptance on my altar, and I will beautify my beautiful house.” 

 
II. Why did God give us the Abrahamic narrative? 
 

1. To Highlight the Promise  
 

Genesis 3:15 | “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 
 
Romans 9:6-8 | “6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. 
For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all 
are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but ‘Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.’ 8 This means that it is not the 
children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of 
the promise are counted as offspring.” 

 
2. To Bolster our Faith 
 

Romans 4:20-25 | “20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  



22 That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness.’ 23 But 
the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not written for his sake alone, 
24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who 
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification.” 

 
Galatians 3:7-14 | “7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the 
sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed.’ 9 So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 
faith. 10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, ‘Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written 
in the Book of the Law, and do them.’ 11 Now it is evident that no one 
is justified before God by the law, for ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’ 
12 But the law is not of faith, rather ‘The one who does them shall live 
by them.’ 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is 
hanged on a tree’— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised 
Spirit through faith.”  
 
James 2:21-23 | “21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith 
was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 
23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him as righteousness’—and he was called a friend 
of God.”  
 
“Paul focuses on the faith that led Abraham to believe in the promises of 
God, however impossible they seemed, and that was thereby counted 
as righteousness…James focuses on the faith that led Abraham to obey 
the command of God, thus demonstrating in practice the genuineness of 
his faith.” 

   Christopher Wright – The Mission of God 
 
3. To Underscore our Calling  

 
Genesis 12:1-3 | “1 Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country 
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 



who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.’” 

 
Matthew 28:18-20 | “18 And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’” 
 
Acts 1:8 | “‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’” 
 

 
 
 

 


