
Christ the King was Crucified, Buried, and Resurrected 
Matthew 27:31-28:20 

Big Idea: Christ the King made salvation possible through his death, burial, and resurrection. 

The Gospel  
1 Corinthians 15:1–5   
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

I. Christ the King was crucified (17:31-44; Mark. 15:29-32; Luke. 23:35-43) 
31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and 
led him away to crucify him. 32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 
Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against 
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one 
on the right and one on the left. 39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and 
saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked 
him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also 
reviled him in the same way.  

A. Matthew proves that Jesus is the Messiah with citations from the Old Testament. 

B. Matthew’s gospel reveals the universal rejection of Christ the King (27:24-44). 
Isaiah 53:3 

            3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
                  and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

C. Matthew’s gospel shows three ironies of the cross.  
1. Christ who is mocked as king is the king (27:27-31, 37, 42)  
2. Christ who is utterly powerless is powerful (27:32-40) 
3. Christ who can’t save himself saves others (27:41-42) 

II. Christ the King died (17:45-56; Mark. 15:33-41; Luke. 23:44-49; John. 19:28-30). 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling 
Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed 
and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  

A. Christ was forsaken by God (v. 46) 
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

Psalm 22:1–6  
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from 
the words of my groaning? 2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, 

but I find no rest. 3 Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 4 In you our fathers 
trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 5 To you they cried and were rescued; in you 



they trusted and were not put to shame. 6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by 
mankind and despised by the people. 

> Why was Christ the Son forsaken by God the Father? 
2 Corinthians 5:21  

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

B. Christ suffered the wrath of God  
  

 Matthew 26:39 
39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it 

be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you 

1 John 4:9-11 
9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 

that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 

 C. Christ’s work on the cross is revealed by three supernatural events (vv. 45, 51-56) 
 (1) Darkness from noon till 3:00 (v. 4; Lk. 23:45) 
  45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
 (2) The curtain of Temple was torn in two (v. 51a; Mk. 15:38-39; Lk. 23:45) 
  51a And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

Hebrews 10:19–22   
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 

washed with pure water. 

 (3) An earthquake and the resurrection of the saints (vv. 51b-53). 
51b And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many 
> The tearing of the veil and the opening of the tombs together symbolize two things: 
 (1) Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross removes our sins, defeats the powers of evil and 
death. 

 (2) Jesus’ resurrection and vindication promise the final resurrection of those who die in him. 
Carson, D. A - Matthew. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Matthew, Mark, Luke, p. 581 

D. Christ yielded up his life to God (v. 50). 
 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  

III. Christ the King was buried (27:55-61; Mark 15:40-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42). 
55 There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 
Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in 
a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were 
there, sitting opposite the tomb.  

IV. Christ the King was resurrected (28:1-10; Mark 16:1-13; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-29) 
1 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 



descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 
dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”  

  
 A. Christ was raised from the dead never to die again.  

Revelation 1:18   
18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

  
 B. God vindicated Christ by raising Him from the dead. 
   

Romans 1:4  
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the 

Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 

  
 C. Christ resurrection proves that God has accepted His sacrifice for our sins. 

Romans 4:23–25   
23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but 

for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification. 
Benediction 
Matthew 28:16–20   
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 


