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Three Popular Understandings About Calling

1. Calling is about 
a vocation or task.



2. Calling is about 
vocational ministry. 
i.e. pastors & missionaries.
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3. Calling is about 
divine inspiration.
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The word is used chiefly by Paul, though 
the idea and term are found also 

elsewhere. It has a definite, technical 
sense, the invitation given to men by 

God to accept salvation in His kingdom 
through Jesus Christ.

- International Standard Bible Encyclopedia





Truth #1:
Calling is about who you 

are and how you live.





“We ought not to be weary of 
doing little things for the love of 

God, who regards not the 
greatness of the work, but the 

love with which it is performed.”
- Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the 

Presence of God





Truth #2:
Calling is for pastors 

and missionaries...which 
applies to all of us!













Truth #3
The divine inspiration 

has already come!



How Do We Assess and 
Live Out Our Calling?



Not about, “Am I called here?”

It’s about, “CAN I live 
out my calling here?”



Is the place that I am living 
going to help me live out my 

calling better and for longer?





Not about, “Am I called here?”

It’s about, “God, where do you want 
me to live out my calling?”



There is a difference between 
calling and leading.





Moments of divine inspiration are 
the exception, not the rule.



Sometimes, God 
lets us choose!



Not about, “Am I called here?”

It’s about, “God’ how have you wired me 
to live out my calling?”



“Love God and do what you want.”
- St. Augustine



What are you good at?
What do you enjoy doing?

What gives you life?
What are you passionate about?

What drains you?
What kind of environment do I thrive in? 




