








“I came, I saw, 
I conquered.”

- Julius Caesar





“Augustus's court poets and historians did a 
great job with their propaganda. They told the 

thousand-year story of Rome as a long and 
winding narrative that had reached it’s great 
climax at last; the golden age had begun with 

the birth of the new child through whom peace 
and prosperity would spread to the whole 
world. The whole world is being renewed, 

sang Virgil in a passage…”



“Virgil’s poem goes on to promise that from 
now on, in this new age, under the divine 
kingship of Apollo himself, the earth will 

produce all that one could require…The new 
age, for which we have waited for a 

millennium, is now here at last through the 
peacful and joyful rule of Augustus Caesar.”



“The message was carved in stone, on 
monuments and in inscriptions, around 

the known world:

‘Good news! We have an Emperor! 
Justice, Peace, Security, and Prosperity 
are ours forever! The Son of God has 

become King of the World!’”
- Simply Jesus, N.T. Wright





Luke 4:14-30



14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16He 
went to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 

where it is written:



18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners

and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
[Quoting Isaiah 61:1,2]



20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 21He began by saying to them, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”



20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 21He began by saying to them, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t 

this Joseph’s son?” they asked.



23Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this 
proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And 
you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown 

what we have heard that you did in 
Capernaum.’” 24“Truly I tell you,” he 

continued, “no prophet is accepted in his 
hometown. 25I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky 
was shut for three and a half years and there 

was a severe famine throughout the land. 



26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to 
a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 

27And there were many in Israel with leprosy 
in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one 

of them was cleansed—only Naaman the 
Syrian.” 28All the people in the synagogue 

were furious when they heard this. 29They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to 

the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff.



30But he walked right through the crowd 
and went on his way.



Acts 1:6-8



6Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?”



6Then they gathered around him and asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to 
them:“It is not for you to know the times or 

dates the Father has set by his own 
authority.8But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria,and to the ends of the earth.”



Where do you tend to look for purpose, 
meaning and worth?

How do we learn to get our worth from 
God instead of people, places or things?

What does it mean or look like 
for you to be a witness for God?


