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“Step Out Of Your Boat” 

If you think Peter sank simply because he doubted, you may be missing 

the deeper doctrinal point of the passage. 

 

We often hear this account taught as a warning about failure. Peter 

looked away. Peter lost faith. Peter sank. But there is something that 

happens before the doubt ever appears that deserves careful attention. 

 

Peter began to sink after he obeyed. 

 

The Lord said, “Come.” 

Peter stepped out of the boat. 

 

Nothing about the environment changed. The storm did not stop. The 

wind did not calm. The waves did not part. The only thing that changed 

was Peter’s position. He moved out of the boat and toward the Lord. 

 

Obedience did not lead him into comfort. It led him into a storm. 
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And this is an important doctrinal principle: obedience to the Lord does 

not remove pressure. Many times, it places you right in the middle of it. 

 

Peter was doing exactly what the Lord told him to do. He was moving in 

the right direction. He was walking toward Christ. And then Scripture 

says he saw the wind and became afraid. 

 

That is not unusual. That is human. 

 

Fear is a normal human response to danger. If fear alone disqualified a 

believer, Peter would have never stepped out of the boat to begin with. 

 

Notice what the Lord asked him. He did not say, “Why were you 

afraid?” He said, “Why did you doubt?” 

 

Fear is an emotional reaction. 

Doubt is what happens when attention shifts away from doctrine and 

onto circumstances. 

 

Peter allowed what he saw to interrupt what he knew. 
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And here is the encouragement for every believer: you can feel fear and 

still be moving in obedience. You can feel pressure and still be walking 

toward the Lord. Emotions do not cancel out faith. They simply reveal 

where your focus is at that moment. 

 

When Peter began to sink, he did not give a long speech. He did not 

form a perfect prayer. He simply cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

 

That was enough. 

 

Not because of Peter’s strength, but because of the Lord’s faithfulness. 

 

Scripture says immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold 

of him. The storm was still raging. The wind was still blowing. But the 

Lord was right there. 

 

Peter had not drifted far away. He had not been abandoned. He reached 

the limit of his human ability while he was still moving toward Christ. 
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That is a powerful picture of grace. 

 

The Lord does not withdraw because a believer struggles. He does not 

step back because emotions rise. Pressure, fear, and even moments of 

weakness do not cancel His faithfulness. 

 

The issue was never that Peter was afraid. The issue was that, for a 

moment, his focus shifted from the Lord to the storm. 

 

And yet, even then, the Lord was already reaching for him. 

 

This reminds us of a simple truth: when the believer calls, the Lord 

responds. 

 

You do not have to pretend to be strong. You do not have to hide 

pressure. You do not have to assume that fear means you have failed 

spiritually. What matters is where you turn when the pressure hits. 

 

Peter turned to the Lord. 
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And the Lord took hold of him. 

 

So the real question is not whether fear shows up. It will. The real 

question is this: 

 

When obedience moves you forward and pressure rises, do you turn 

inward… 

or do you call on the One who is already right there beside you? 

 

In Him, 

Samantha McLaughlin Medeiros 


