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Tonight’s presentation of Merry Christmas Terrell: The Grace of Christmas
is presented in loving memory of Stacie Rose.

The Ministry of Music and Worship at First Baptist Church Terrell would like to thank Stacie’s
family for honoring our ministry through the gifts given in her name which made it possible
for us tonight to proclaim the amazing grace given to us through Jesus Christ, and the gift of
eternal life that Stacie now experiences forevermore.
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A word from the Minister of Music:

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now I’'m found, was blind but now I see.

The English hymn writer John Newton penned these words in 1773, after living a life running from
God’s amazing grace himself. Born in 1725, after losing his mother at the age of 7, Newton followed
his sea-faring father (who did not share the same Christian faith as Newton’s mother) and spent

his early years on the sea, and rose to become a sea captain. Newton served in the British Royal
Navy, and eventually on slave-trading ships. But it was around the middle of the eighteenth century
when Newton felt the spirit of the Lord upon him, and soon after felt a call to the ministry. He would
eventually move to pastor at a church in Olney, England, where it would be here that he would
compile a hymnal in 1779 entitled Olney Hymns with fellow hymn writer William Cowper (writer of
the hymn “There is a Fountain”), where Newton would contribute around 280 of his own hymn texts,
including the hymn “Amazing Grace”. Newton would continue to live a life of preaching and service to
our Savior until he passed away in 1807.

While Newton lived a life in his early years of running away from God, Newton'’s life became a
testimony of repentance and service of the gospel of Jesus Christ. His life reflected the reality of why
Jesus came as a baby, lived a perfect sinless life, died a sinner’s death, rose from the grave, and
now reigns forevermore. Newton reflected the Apostle Paul's words in Galatians where it says “I have
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now
live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”

Tonight, as we gather in this place to reflect on the reason for the season, let us reflect on the
amazing grace given to us. Jesus came to give us eternal life, and only through the love and grace
given to us is this made possible. And one day, if you are His redeemed child, you will live forever with
Him. May this be the Christmas that you accept that free gift of salvation that only He can offer.

May this stanza from the original words of Newton’s hymn text of “Amazing Grace” encourage us this
evening:

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail and mortal life shall cease;

| shall possess, within the veil, A life of joy and peace.

On behalf of myself, our church staff, our entire ministry of music and worship, and our church family,

| pray that tonight is a blessing for you. | pray that if you do not know the Lord Jesus that tonight you
experience God’s amazing grace in a fresh way. And | pray that if you do not have a church home that
you will join us on a Sunday morning soon.

Have a very Merry Christmas!

In Christ,

Caleb A. Uhl

Minister of Music and Media

First Baptist Church, Terrell, Texas
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