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Unsung	Heroes		

• My	prayer	is	that	our	church	would	resemble	the	New	Testament	
church	

o We	are	going	to	study	the	unsung	heroes	of	the	Church	in	the	
Book	of	Acts	

▪ Normal	everyday	people	who	were	used	by	God	to	
touch	their	world	

At	Caesarea	there	was	a	man	named	Cornelius,	a	centurion	in	what	was	known	
as	the	Italian	Regiment.	He	and	all	his	family	were	devout	and	God-fearing;	he	

gave	generously	to	those	in	need	and	prayed	to	God	regularly.	
Acts	10:1-2	

o Cornelius	–	a	devout	and	God-fearing	gen>le	

▪ His	heart	was	desperate	for	God	

• Your	desire	for	God	has	to	out	weigh	your	
desire	for	this	world	

Do	not	love	the	world	or	anything	in	the	world.	If	anyone	loves	the	world,	
love	for	the	Father	is	not	in	them.	For	everything	in	the	world—the	lust	of	
the	flesh,	the	lust	of	the	eyes,	and	the	pride	of	life—comes	not	from	the	
Father	but	from	the	world.	The	world	and	its	desires	pass	away,	but	

whoever	does	the	will	of	God	lives	forever.	
1	John	2:15-17	

▪ Encountered	the	supernatural	

One	day	at	about	three	in	the	aDernoon	he	had	a	vision.	He	disFnctly	saw	an	
angel	of	God,	who	came	to	him	and	said,	“Cornelius!”		Cornelius	stared	at	him	
in	fear.	“What	is	it,	Lord?”	he	asked.	The	angel	answered,	“Your	prayers	and	
giDs	to	the	poor	have	come	up	as	a	memorial	offering	before	God.	Now	send	

men	to	Joppa	to	bring	back	a	man	named	Simon	who	is	called	Peter.	
Acts	10:3-5	

• This	is	not	something	we	can	manufacture	but	
it	is	something	we	have	to	pursue	

▪ Relentless	Determina>on	

He	said	to	them:	“You	are	well	aware	that	it	is	against	our	law	for	a	Jew	to	
associate	with	or	visit	a	GenTle.	But	God	has	shown	me	that	I	should	not	call	
anyone	impure	or	unclean.	So	when	I	was	sent	for,	I	came	without	raising	any	

objecTon.	May	I	ask	why	you	sent	for	me?”	
Acts	10:28-29	

		
• The	status	quo	is	not	going	to	cut	it	

▪ Compelling	expectancy	

Cornelius	answered:	“Three	days	ago	I	was	in	my	house	praying	at	this	hour,	at	
three	in	the	aYernoon.	Suddenly	a	man	in	shining	clothes	stood	before	me	and	
said,	‘Cornelius,	God	has	heard	your	prayer	and	remembered	your	giYs	to	the	
poor.	Send	to	Joppa	for	Simon	who	is	called	Peter.	He	is	a	guest	in	the	home	of	

Simon	the	tanner,	who	lives	by	the	sea.’	So	I	sent	for	you	immediately,	and	it	was	
good	of	you	to	come.	Now	we	are	all	here	in	the	presence	of	God	to	listen	to	

everything	the	Lord	has	commanded	you	to	tell	us.”	
Acts	10:30-33	

• Expectancy	is	contagious	but	so	is	
complacency		

▪ Groundbreaking	Outpouring	

All	the	prophets	tesTfy	about	him	that	everyone	who	believes	in	him	receives	
forgiveness	of	sins	through	his	name.”	While	Peter	was	sTll	speaking	these	
words,	the	Holy	Spirit	came	on	all	who	heard	the	message.	The	circumcised	
believers	who	had	come	with	Peter	were	astonished	that	the	giY	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	had	been	poured	out	even	on	GenTles.		For	they	heard	them	speaking	in	
tongue	and	praising	God.	Then	Peter	said,	“Surely	no	one	can	stand	in	the	way	
of	their	being	bapTzed	with	water.	They	have	received	the	Holy	Spirit	just	as	we	
have.”		So	he	ordered	that	they	be	bapTzed	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ.	Then	

they	asked	Peter	to	stay	with	them	for	a	few	days.	
Acts	10:43-48	

• To	see	things,	you	have	never	seen,	you	have	
to	go	places	you	have	never	been	


