
For All - Jesus came for all people 

Jesus lived/lives in heaven 
John 1:1-4; 14-18 pg. 517 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

• Jesus = The Word

• Jesus existed with God before “In the beginning” (Gen.1:1)

• Through Jesus, everything that exists was made

• Jesus = God

• Despite his status in Heaven, Jesus became a human and came to live among us, the creator 

becoming one with His creation.


Jesus’ birth was special 
Luke 1:26-38 pg. 499 
Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But  
she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of  
his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 



• Jesus’ birth is foretold by an angel = only 7 people in scripture were named by God before their 
birth, each of their lives were significant in various ways. (There are others people whose birth 
was foretold but were not directly named by God)


1. Ishmael - the son of Abraham by his servant Hagar, though scripture briefly includes him, 
he demonstrates the folly of trying to accomplish God’s will by human power.


2. Isaac - Abraham’s son by his wife Sarah, Isaac was promised as a blessing to Abraham, 
and through him Abraham’s descendants would become the nation of Israel, God’s people 
and the main focus of the Old Testament.


3. Solomon - King David’s son by Bathsheba, he was a sign of blessing and forgiveness of 
Davids sin against Bathsheba & Uriah (her former husband). He would become king after 
David. His rule was peaceful and profitable for Israel and he oversaw the building of the 
temple in Jerusalem.


4. Josiah - Became King over Israel and lead the nation to a revival and return to God after 
straying for from Him.


5. Cyrus - A King of Assyria who was foretold by Isaiah that he would liberate the Jews from 
Babylon and would return them to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple which was destroyed.


6. John the Baptist - Jesus’s cousin who would prepare and point people to Jesus.

7. Jesus Christ


• Jesus’ conception is miraculous, not biological. Mary was a virgin, it is impossible, without God, 
for Mary to have a baby.


• The two facts point people to watch Jesus as he grows because He will be special and His life 
will be significant.


Jesus was born in poverty 
Luke 2:1-7 pg. 500 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  
2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, 
the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

• Jesus, who has lived in Heaven through eternity past, is born effectively in a barn and was laid in 
feeding trough.


• No castle or princely setting that would be expected for the Son of God

• Joseph was a carpenter, a craftsman and blue collar worker

• Jesus likely grew up in lower middle class family and went to work at a young age to help 

provide for His family. 

• Jesus has known the extremes of affluence and status from the literal highest of heaven to a 

lowly carpenters son who was born in manger because no one could make room for his mother 
to give birth.




Jesus came for the poor 
Luke 2:8–20 pg. 500 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.  
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

• Shepherds were poor and dirty, the lived and worked outside with their flock. Their job status 
was not specifically looked down upon however they were also not loved or respected either.  


• God, through the angels, were specifically invited to come and worship Jesus at His birth.

• Despite their shepherds low status God saw fit to make sure they were welcome to worship 

Jesus in order to show that Jesus came for even the lowliest of people.


Jesus came for the rich 
Matthew 2:1-12 pg. 471 
The Visit of the Wise Men 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, 
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 



7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to 
the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

• There were likely more than three “wise men” though we only on the types of gifts they brought 
not the amounts


• Being “from the east” we can only assume were they came from, which was likely ancient 
Babylon, regardless it is clear they were not Jewish or historically part of God’s people.


• The Wise Men and Herod were similar in social and economic status however their motivation for 
wanted to find Jesus was different. They wanted to worship Jesus, Herod wanted to kill him to 
assert his reign as king of the Jews.


• They successfully find Jesus and worship him, Herod never finds Jesus.

• This shows that God does show preference to certain people groups. Wise Men from a foreign 

land were able to find Jesus to worship him. Herod who was Jewish, because his sought his own 
agenda.


• This shows that all people, of every tribe, tongue, and nation are welcome to come worship, 
however those that seek their own will, regardless of who they are, will not find what they are 
looking for. 


Concluding Thoughts 
• The fact the Jesus was born in the low situation and the people, like the shepherds, who could 

bring him nothing were invited to worship him show us that anyone can come to faith in Jesus, 
no one has to earn the right to worship him.


• This, in part, is why we support organization like Operation Christmas Child that focuses of 
sharing the Gospel with children in need all across the world.


• The fact that “outsiders” like the wise men were able to come worship Jesus show that The 
Gospel knows no prejudice or racism. Anyone who desires to worship Jesus can.


• This is why we support missionaries who take the gospel all over the world inviting all 
people of every race and culture to come worship Jesus.


• The fact that Jesus reigned in heaven and was born in lowly manger show that He is able to 
identify with every situation and status. No one is excluded and all can find hope in Him 
regardless of their situation or circumstance. 



Discussion Questions 
• What do verses like the we looked at in John 1 tell us about who Jesus is?

• Why is this information so important? (The answer may be basic but it is foundational)

• In your own words, what made the birth of Jesus special or unique?

• For you, what is is the most amazing or hard to understand part of Jesus’ birth? Why?

• Why do you think God made the birth of Jesus so unique?

• Why do you think it is significant that Jesus is went from the high of reigning in heaven to being 

the low of being swaddled in a manger? 

• What is the significance of the Shepherds being invited to come worship Jesus?

• How do the Shepherd show that no once can earn or buy their way to God?

• What is the significance of “outsiders”, like the wise men, being welcome to worship Jesus?

• In your own words, why were the wise men successful in their search for Jesus and Herod was 

not?

• Why is this difference significant?

• How or why do the circumstances of Jesus’ birth motivate us to tell others about Jesus and 

support those who do?

• How or why do the people who came to worship Jesus motivate us to tell others about Jesus and 

support those who do?

• How does the fact the Jesus has known every extreme of status and circumstance give hope to 

all people in all circumstances good or bad?

• What sticks out to you most about the story of Jesus birth and why?

• What do you think God wants to say to you today through the story of Jesus’ birth?



