
7 “I Am” sayings of Jesus”

1. “I am the the bread of life…” - John 6

2. “I am the light of the world…” - John 8 & 9

3. “I am the door…” - John 10

4. “I am the good shepherd…” - John 10

5. “I am the resurrection and the life…” - John 11

6. “I am the way, truth, and life…” - John 14

7. “I am the true vine…” - John 15


Who is Jesus? - bread to feed upon, the light to follow, the door to enter, the shepherd to guide, the 
resurrection to wait upon, the way to live, the vine to abide within.


Last Week:  
• Jesus is the bread of life - He supplies all we need

• Jesus is the light of the world - He shows us the work of God in the world 

• Jesus is the door - He keeps us safe and secure

• Jesus is the good shepherd - He protects and fights for us 

• Jesus is the resurrection and the life - He is our eternal hope


I Am the Resurrection and the Life… 
John 11:1-7 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

John 11:17-46 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man also have kept this man from dying?” 



38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be 
an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but 
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 

Jesus Reacts to… 
1. The Problem - Context (v 1-7) 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

• Lazarus is ill v. 1-4 in Bethany

• Jesus loved Lazarus and his family v 5

• Stayed extra 2 days before leaving v 6-7


2. The Religious Charade - Conversation with Martha (v. 17-27) 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary 
remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he 
die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 

• Arrives 4 days after death, Lazarus likely died on day they set out

• Intense loss for the family, not only their brother but likely only wage earner for the two unmarried sisters

• Martha had a mild rebuke of Jesus

• v 25 “life” is both spiritual and physical

• Martha showed a willingness to proclaim biblical truth without real world application

• Jesus requires faith first v27




3. Real Deep Pain - Conversation with Mary (v. 28-37) 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man also have kept this man from dying?” 

• Same rebuke as Martha

• not a private conversation

• Jesus was moved by their pain showing empathy and grief over their pain


• Jesus wept not over the loss of Lazarus, that was well in hand, the unbelief and theological ignorance 
in their pain produced his grief  


4. Unbelief of the Witnesses - Raising of Lazarus (v 38-46) 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be 
an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but 
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 

• “deeply moved again” Jesus was in tune with the emotional climate

• Odor - further evidence of their unbelief

• Jesus prays so that all those present would hear and believe, he did not have to do that.


The Resurrection Shows Us… -  (Application) 
1. The disconnect between mind and heart


• Mary and Martha’s verbal confession vs. actual belief

2. Jesus knows your pain

3. Believing is seeing - Jesus requires faith first, gives sight later

4. No hope without Jesus v. 25 



Discussion Questions 
• In your own words why did Jesus stay when he heard Lazarus was sick?

• What is the difference between saying the right thing and actually believing it?


• How do we see this in the verses we looked at today?

• How have you seen people act in a similar way?


• Mary and Martha both said to Jesus “if you had been here Lazarus would not have died.” What 
does this say about what they believe Jesus can do?


• Why do you think they bring this up to Jesus in this moment?

• Were they right or wrong to confront Jesus in this way?


• In this story what evidence do you see that proves Jesus loved this family?

• Based on what we read, what feelings did Jesus experience?


• Why do you think Jesus felt this way, knowing what he was about to with Lazarus?

• What evidence do you see that Mary and Martha did not fully believe in Jesus?

• In your words why did Jesus pray out loud in verses 41 & 42?

• How do you think Mary and Martha responded when they saw Lazarus walk out of the tomb?

• Knowing Jesus knows and controls all things, including in the future, why do you think He 

orchestrated the events to play out the way they did?

• What do you think was the goal Jesus wanted to accomplish here?


