
Identity (Re)Defined 4 - God (Re)Defines my cultural, social, 
and racial Identity  
Intro 
In this series we have been talking about what we think of ourselves and how we find our identity. This is, and 
has always been, a crucial topic for middle and high school students. The reason that this is so important is 
because for the first time in your life, your are becoming your own person in your thoughts, interests, and 
beliefs, not because of your parents but because that’s who you are. 


That is not to say that your parents can’t or won’t have any influence on who you become during these years, 
in fact they will have a significant impact on you for better or worse. Additionally, you will be influenced by 
your friends, teachers, mentors, music, movies, and all forms of social media. Who you become and how you 
identify will be a combination of all of these things. Not surprisingly, God has a lot to say about who are you 
and what you can become and for this series we will consider the wisdom and advice we can learn from God 
as we all consider who you are and who you are becoming.


Proverbs 12:15 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. 

John 8:31-32 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 


Hebrews 11:1 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Faith = Believing the Bible is true regardless of my thoughts, 
feelings, or circumstances. 

The second week we looked at Rahab and Paul who could have been defined by where they came from and 
the choices they made. However, God redefined their past identity and used their story to show his grace and 
mercy and used them in a very big way.


2 Corinthians 5:17 (Made new) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
• In Christ we are completely new, nothing of the old sinful self remains.


Last week we talked about our physical, gender, and sexual identity. There is so many things that can and do 
inform our thoughts and opinions of this topic both for ourselves and others. However, if we believe that the 
Bible is true, then regardless of how think about yourself or how you feel about another person, we must hold 
on to the truth of God’s design and purpose for us.


Psalm 139:13-14 
13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. 
• Everything in you and about you is there on purpose

• God formed every part of you inside and out and He did so with loving and tender care

• God makes no mistakes 



Today we are going to talk about how God shapes and/or redefines your social, cultural, and racial identity. To 
be clear there is nothing wrong with being proud of your heritage or cultural background. God and his 
creativity and beauty are seem in so many different ways in so many different people groups and cultures all 
over the world. Like we talked about last week, God has created each person with lots of attention, care, and 
love.


However, this becomes a problem when we being to see ourselves and or other people more through culture 
or race etc. than as an individual person. Scripture teaches that God does not identity or separate people 
based on their race or culture. The good news of the gospel is and has always been available to all people, 
races, and creeds. If we are going to apply Faith to how we see ourselves and others, we must look past 
outward appearances and find common ground based in Christ.


The Sin of Partiality 
James 2:1-9 
1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a 
man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also 
comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good 
place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then 
made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  
5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor 
man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the 
ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are 
doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

• Partiality = showing preference to any person based on outward appearance

• There is no place for racism or prejudice against any person in God’s kingdom.

• However this also applies to showing favoritism towards a race or people group as well.


Philemon & Onesimus 
Philemon 8-11 
8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, 9 yet for love's sake 
I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you 
for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful to you and to me.)  

• Paul appeals out of love

• He could have commanded them out of His position

• His appeal is on behalf of Onesimus, a person who had been helping him in prison




Philemon 12-16 
12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in 
order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own 
accord. 15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back 
forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, 
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

• Paul sends Onesimus back to Philemon because He doesn’t want to do anything without Philemon’s 
consent


• Onesimus is legally a salve to Philemon, whom He sent to help Paul in Prison

• Onesimus is now a Christian and Paul is appealing to Philemon to receive as a brother in Christ and not 

his slave.

• Paul is wanting Philemon to view Onesimus different than he has before.


• Who Onesimus is has changed because of his faith in Christ

• We assume Paul has had the same discussion with Onesimus


Philemon 17-22 
17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18 If he has wronged you at all, 
or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to 
say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the 
Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 22 At the same 
time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. 

• Paul asks Philemon to receive back Onesimus as he would receive himself

• Paul offers to pay any outstanding debt the Onesimus owes


• He doesn’t want anything to hinder Philemon from being blessed by God for receiving Onesimus as a 
fellow believer 


• Paul writes to Philemon expecting him to treat Onesimus well and plans to be released from prison and to 
visit both Philemon and Onesimus when he is.


We Are All One in Christ 
Galatians 3:27-28 
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

• In Christ their is no division based on gender, social, cultural, or racial line.

• We are all bothers and sisters united through our shared faith in Christ.




Ephesians 2:13-14 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility  
• In Christ all have been brought near to God

• “Dividing wall of hostility” refers to the temple in Jerusalem that had different walls that separated Jews 

and Gentiles when they came to worship God

• The Holy of Holies was at the center of the Temple and where the Ark of the Covenant was kept, 

this resembled the presence of God

• Surround the Holy of Holies was the inner court which was only accessible by Jews. They were 

physically closer to God when they came to worship.

• The Outer Court was for Gentiles to worship God and surrounded the inner court. They were 

physically the farthest away from God when they came to worship

• Through Christ, all of these dividing walls have been destroyed, we all have equal access to God


This All Requires Faith 
Faith = Believing the Bible is true regardless of my thoughts, feelings, or 
circumstances. 
Past identity 
• The Truth is that in Christ we are made new (2 Corinthians 5:17)

• Regardless of your past


• Bad choices - God can forgive all sin

• Thoughts because of your past

• How your past makes you feel

• Present situation as a result of your past 


Gender, sexual, self identity 
• The Truth is that God made each us with great care, detail, and purpose (Psalm 139:13-14)

• God designed each of us and each of our relationships with a specific purpose in mind. 

• These things are true regardless of


• How you feel about your own appearance or ability

• What you think about what is good or bad about you

• How you feel about another person

• What you think is fair or free in what you choose or desire


Cultural, social, and racial Identity 
• The Truth us that we are all one in Christ, God sees no external distinction between one person 

and another.

• This is True regardless of


• How you feel about a certain person or people group

• How think certain people should or should not be treated

• Circumstances that say is it normal or acceptable to treat people a certain way based on their 

racial or cultural background.


These things as well as many others require us to exercise our faith in believing that God’s word is 
true regardless of anything else. That is not to diminish the weight or reality of your thoughts, 
feelings, or circumstances. Faith is an exercise in considering God’s word as more important than 
anything else. 



Discussion Questions 
• What was most impactful for you about today’s lesson?

• How would you explain the “Sin of Partiality”


• How have you seen people show “partiality” today?

• Do you think there are good and godly reasons to treat some differently, either good or bad? 


• What do you think those reasons would be?

• In your own words how did Paul view Onesimus?


• How did he want Philemon to look at Onesimus?

• What would say is the main point or message of Paul’s letter to Philemon?

• How could or should you apply that message to your life today?

• Why would say it is good that God sees us all as one in Christ?


• Why is it important to remember this truth today?

• What are some things that make it hard to look past a persons outward appearance?

• In your own words, how does faith apply to the topics we have talked about in this series?

• Why would say it is important to base truth in God’s word and not in thoughts, feelings, are 

circumstances?

• Is faith a choice? Why or why not?


• What makes faith hard?

• What makes it easy?


• In your own words, why is faith important?


