
Swimming Upstream: When God’s Way is the Hard Way 
Part 3 - The Lion’s Den 
Last Week 
• Daniel and his friends choose to honor God and eat only vegetables.

• God honors their choice and makes them strong, healthy, and successful as advisors to the king.

• Rack, Shack, & Benny choose to worship God instead of the kings golden image and are thrown into the 

fiery furnace.

• God saves them so completely from the furnace that the fire and even the smoke had no affect on them or 

their clothes. 


Setup to this week 
• There is a new king in Babylon, King Darius

• Daniel and his friends are still part of the court of advisors like they were under king Nebuchadnezzar.

• This is the very beginning of the reign of King Darius, he came into power and the very end of chapter 5.


The king promotes Daniel 
Daniel 6:1-3 
1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over 
them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the 
king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials 
and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.  

• The new king used his advisors to help him rule over the kingdom. 

• Like under previous kings, Daniel has great success in everything that is put under his control.

• The king notices Daniels success and seeks to reward him with a higher position.


The plot against Daniel 
Daniel 6:4-5 
4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to 
the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or 
fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel 
unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.” 

• Daniel’s colleagues are jealous of his success.

• The plot to bring about a royal edict that Daniel cannot obey.

• Daniel was such a man of character that they knew they could only bring a charge against him if it was 

connected to God


Daniel 6:6-9 
6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 
forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors 
are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition 
to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.  



8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the 
law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document 
and injunction. 

• The plot is to make it law that the people can only worship the king for the next 30 days.

• The punishment would be being eaten alive by lions, not a good way to go. 

• The law does not mean that the king cannot change his mind or issue a counter edict, however, doing so 

would be embarrassing and result in a loss of confidence in current or future edicts.

• The law had political merit, and would build the peoples confidence in their king. 

• As a new ruler, the law would force people to see him as the source of their good fortune and blessings.


Daniel worships God, not the king 
Daniel 6:10-12 
10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his 
upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel 
making petition and plea before his God.  

• Notice this was Daniel’s practice since before the king made the new law.

• Daniel does not change the way he worships God because of the kings edict.

• He could have prayed or worshipped in secret, but he didn’t choosing to do the right thing rather than 

look out for himself.

• The men who accused Daniel knew his routine and commitment to God, making it easy to find evidence 

that he broke the new law.


Daniel 6:12-13 
12 Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you not sign an 
injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be 
cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, 
who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but 
makes his petition three times a day.” 

• Notice the accusers remind the king of his commitment to the new law before they bring the charge 
against Daniel.


Daniel is thrown in the lion’s den 
Daniel 6:14-15 
14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he 
labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to 
the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king 
establishes can be changed.” 



Daniel 6:16-18 
16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to 
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone was brought and laid on the 
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might 
be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions 
were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 

• The king obviously cared much for Daniel, and did not want to thrown him in the lion’s den.

• The king could have gone against his own law, at the expense of his reputation, but he chose to look out 

for himself rather than do the right thing.

• Even the king knows about God through the Daniel. He likely has heard the story about the fiery furnace, 

and Daniel is still only eating vegetables.

• The stone being sealed by the signet rings represent that, humanly speaking, Daniel is all alone in the den 

and no help will be coming for him.

• The king could not sleep likely because he knew the right thing to do but chose not to do it.


Daniel is saved 
Daniel 6:19-21 
19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20 As he came near to the den 
where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then 
Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they 
have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no 
harm.”  

• As soon as the judgment is carried out, the king wastes no time to check on Daniel.

• Hear the tone of hopeful expectation the king has when he calls out to Daniel.

• Daniel confirms that God saved him from the lions because he chose to honor God.

• Daniel also mentions he has done no harm to king, which is jab at the character of the king for allowing 

the accusers to trick him into carrying out a punishment he knew to be wrong.


The kings vengeance 
Daniel 6:23-24 
23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel 
was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 
cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the 
den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

• The kings punishes the accusers with the very punishment they had schemed for Daniel, along with their 
women and children.


• Their experience was with the lions was the polar opposite of Daniels experience. 

• If the lions represent the judgement of God, we have a pretty clear picture of how He will treat those who 

worship Him and those who do not. 



Small Group Questions 
• What evidence do you see in the story that other people knew Daniel worshipped God?

• How do you think that happens? Practically speaking, what do you think was different about 

Daniel that these people noticed?

• Why do you think Daniel found success while being a man of good character and following God

• Do you think Daniels success was only from supernatural intervention or are God’s laws 

beneficial whether you believe in Him or not?

• Why you think the other officials devised their plot against Daniel?

• What did they know about Daniel that was they key to their plan?

• In your own words, how did they trick the king into throwing Daniel into the lion’s den?

• Why do you think Daniel still chose to pray to God in the open window, like he did everyday?

• Do you think it would have been wrong for Daniel to pray in the basement through the 30 day 

edict? Why or why not?

• What do you think the advisors who plotted against Daniel would have said if they couldn’t find 

Daniel praying in his window like they he knew did regularly?

• Why do you think the king was distressed and did not sleep while Daniel was in the lion’s den.

• Why you think the king threw the accusers and their families into the lion’s den?

• Have you ever had a situation where you knew the right thing to do but chose to do the wrong 

thing? How did that decision affect your mental state, stress level, etc?

• Have you ever had a situation where choosing the right thing had negative consequences? How 

did that decision affect you?

• What does it mean about your faith when you choose to follow God even when it is hard?

• What affect do you think it has on other people when they see Christians will suffer and even die 

because of their faith in God?


