
Goodness 
Uprightness in Action

Definition: Goodness is the Spirit-wrought uprightness of heart by which a believer is restored to 

function according to God’s design: reflecting His character, obeying His Word, stewarding His word, 

and seeking the true good of others through righteous, merciful, and generous action.


Definition caution: Biblically, good does not merely mean pleasant, respectable, useful, or well-liked. 
Something is good when it is rightly ordered under God and fulfills the purpose for which He made it.

Growth Pattern 
Goodness often begins as conviction over false definitions of good, blossoms into the desire to be rightly 
ordered under God, forms into righteous and merciful action, and ripens into useful, Christlike service for 
the purpose God gave us. 

Growth factors Dangers to watch

Stage 1: Grafted - Conviction
I begin to see that good cannot be defined by reputation, 
usefulness, intentions, or approval. Apart from Christ, even 
respectable actions can be bent inward toward self.

Danger 1: Grafted - Conviction
Mistaking politeness, helpfulness, success, or social 
decency for Spirit-wrought goodness; trying to become 
good by image management or self-improvement.

Stage 2: Flowering - Desire
My moral compass is being retrained. I begin asking: What 
pleases God? What purpose has He given this work, 
relationship, authority, money, or opportunity?

Danger 2: Flowering - Desire
Admiring goodness without acting; calling something good 
because it works, avoids conflict, or feels compassionate 
while separating righteousness from mercy.

Stage 3: Early Fruit - Costly Obedience
Uprightness starts moving outward. I do what is right, 
show mercy. give generously, protect the weak, speak 
truth, and bring order where God has placed me.

Danger 3: Early Fruit - Costly Obedience
Growing weary in doing good; acting to be seen; 
becoming harsh in righteousness or sentimental in mercy, 
avoiding responsibility by saying. I did nothing wrong.

Stage 4: Ripe Fruit - Settled Service
Goodness becomes a settled pattern. My work, words, 
authority, possessions, relationships, and habits 
increasingly serve God's design and nourish others.

Danger 4: Ripe Fruit - Settled Service
Taking credit for what the Spirit produced; pride in moral 
seriousness; despising immature believers; forgetting that 
true goodness depends on Christ, the perfectly good Man.

Self-analysis: [ ] Conviction [ ] Desire [ ]  Early fruit [ ] Ripe fruit
Where am I defining good by reputation, usefulness, comfort, or approval instead of God's design?__________________________________________________________________________
Where is God calling me to reflect His character in righteous, merciful, generous action?__________________________________________________________________________
Where am I avoiding the good God placed before me by saying, I did not do anything wrong?__________________________________________________________________________
Who needs to taste Christlike goodness through my work, words, authority, or service?__________________________________________________________________________
One act of restored-purpose obedience or prayer this week:__________________________________________________________________________
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