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Dr. Gary Hewins Week 10
Summary

In this powerful exploration of Revelation 18 and 19, we're confronted with the fall of
Babylon and the triumphant return of Christ. The key message is clear: the allure of
materialism and worldly power is fleeting, while the truth of God's Word endures. We're
challenged to examine our own lives - are we building our identity on the shifting sands of
wealth and status, or on the solid rock of Christ? The vivid imagery of Babylon's fall
reminds us that everything not rooted in God's truth will ultimately crumble. As believers,
we're called to ‘come out of her' - to disentangle ourselves from the world's deceptive
systems and instead prepare ourselves as the Bride of Christ. This preparation isn't about
accumulating possessions, but about cultivating righteousness and intimacy with God. The
parallels drawn between ancient Jewish wedding customs and our relationship with Christ
are both beautiful and profound, inviting us into a deeper understanding of our spiritual
betrothal. As we await Christ's return, let's focus on making ourselves ready, adorning
ourselves with good works and hearts fully devoted to our Bridegroom.

Key Points

- The apocalypse (Revelation) is about unveiling Christ's glory

- Babylon represents systems of greed, materialism, and false religion

- The marriage supper of the Lamb symbolizes Christ's union with the Church

- Christ's return is depicted as a conquering king on a white horse

- The "battle" of Armageddon may be more spiritual than literal, with truth
overcoming deception

- The importance of sound doctrine and the power of God's word in defeating evil



Scripture References

Mentioned
1. Revelation 18 (entire chapter discussed)
2. Revelation 19 (entire chapter discussed)
3. Psalm 24:1 - "The earth is the Lord's and
everything in it"
4. Matthew 6:33 - "Seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness"
5. 1 Corinthians 8:1 - "Knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up"
6. Ephesians 5:30-32 - Discussion of Christ and
the church as bride and bridegroom
7. Galatians 4:4 - "In the fullness of time, God
sent his son"
8. John 14:2-4 - Jesus preparing a place in his
Father's house
9. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 - Allusion to meeting
Christ in the air (rapture)
10. John 2 - Allusion to the wedding at Cana
11. Ephesians 6:12 - "For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood..."
12. John 18:6 - Jesus saying "l am he" and the
guards falling back
13. Luke 14:16-24 - Parable of the great banquet
14. 2 Timothy 4:3 - People not enduring sound
doctrine
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Suggested
Other relevant themes and suggested verses:

15. Babylon and materialism - Revelation
18:11-13

16. Christ as the Word of God - John 1:1,14
17. The importance of truth - John 8:32

18. False teaching - 2 Peter 2:1

19. The return of Christ - Matthew 24:30-31
20. The marriage supper of the Lamb -
Revelation 19:9

21. God's judgment - 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10
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Small Group Guide

Key Takeaways:
1. Revelation 19 unveils the second coming of Christ, the climax of all civilization.
2. The marriage supper of the Lamb represents the union of Christ and the Church.

3. The "battle" of Armageddon may be more about the conquest of holiness over evil through the
power of God's Word rather than a conventional military conflict.

4. Truth is the ultimate weapon against deception and falsehood in the world.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does understanding the Jewish wedding customs enhance our perspective on Christ's
relationship with the Church?

2. The pastor suggests rethinking the "battle" of Armageddon. How does this new perspective
change your understanding of Christ's return?

3. Discuss the four "suppers" mentioned in Scripture. How do they relate to each other and what
spiritual truths do they convey?

4. The sermon mentions the importance of being in God's manifest presence. Share an experience
where you felt particularly close to God during worship or prayer.

5. How can we as believers be more discerning about truth and falsehood in today's world?

6. The pastor observes an increase in falsehood and casual acceptance of it in the world. Do you
agree? How have you seen this play out in your own life or community?

&V 1/:2
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Practical Applications:

1. Spend time this week meditating on your role as part of the "bride of Christ." How does this
identity shape your daily life and decisions?

2. Practice discernment by fact-checking one piece of information you encounter this week before
sharing or acting on it.

3. Commit to a daily practice of reading God's Word, recognizing it as the "sword" of truth in your
life.

4. Look for opportunities to speak truth in love this week, whether in your family, workplace, or
community.

Closing Prayer:

Thank God for His faithfulness and the promise of Christ's return. Ask for wisdom to discern truth
from falsehood and for courage to stand firm in God's Word.
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Devotional

Day 1: The Unveiling of Christ Reading: Revelation 1:9-20

Devotional: As we begin this journey, we focus on the awe-inspiring vision of Christ that John
experienced. This passage reveals Jesus in His glorified state - a stark contrast to the humble
carpenter from Nazareth. Just as John fell at His feet "as though dead," we too should be
overwhelmed by Christ's majesty. Today, reflect on how you view Jesus. Have you domesticated Him
in your mind, or do you see Him in His full glory? Ask God to give you a fresh revelation of who Christ
truly is, and allow that vision to transform your worship and devotion.

Day 2: The Bride Prepares Reading: Ephesians 5:25-32

Devotional: The imagery of Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as His Bride is a powerful
metaphor for our relationship with God. Just as a bride prepares herself for her wedding day, we are
called to prepare ourselves for Christ's return. This preparation involves allowing the Holy Spirit to
sanctify us, growing in holiness and righteousness. Today, consider what areas of your life need to be
"made ready" for Christ. Are there attitudes, habits, or sins that need to be addressed? Commit to
allowing God's Word and Spirit to cleanse and transform you.

Day 3: The Word of God as Our Weapon Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13

Devotional: In Revelation, we see Christ defeating His enemies with the sword that comes from His
mouth - the Word of God. This reminds us of the power of God's truth to overcome falsehood and
evil. In our daily lives, we too are engaged in spiritual warfare, and God's Word is our most potent
weapon. Today, reflect on how you can more effectively wield the "sword of the Spirit" in your life. Are
you regularly studying and meditating on Scripture? How can you use God's truth to combat lies and
temptation in your life?

Day 4: The Marriage Supper of the Lamb Reading: Matthew 22:1-14

Devotional: The parable of the wedding feast gives us a glimpse into the joy and celebration that
awaits believers at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. This feast represents the ultimate union
between Christ and His Church, a time of unparalleled intimacy and joy. However, the parable also
warns us about the importance of being properly clothed - not in physical garments, but in the
righteousness of Christ. Today, examine your heart. Are you clothed in Christ's righteousness? Are
you living in eager anticipation of this heavenly celebration? Let this hope fuel your faithfulness and
joy in your daily walk with God.

Day 5: The New Heaven and New Earth Reading: Revelation 21:1-7

Devotional: As we conclude our study, we look forward to the ultimate fulfillment of God's redemptive
plan - the new heaven and new earth. This passage paints a beautiful picture of a world where there
is no more death, mourning, crying, or pain. God Himself will dwell with His people in perfect
harmony. This promise should fill us with hope and perseverance, especially in times of suffering.
Today, meditate on this future reality. How does the promise of God making all things new impact
how you view your current circumstances? Let this eternal perspective shape your priorities and fuel
your passion for God's kingdom work in the present.
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