July 23, 2025

Dr. Gary Hewins Week 7

Summary
In this powerful exploration of Revelation 13, we delve into the symbolic imagery of the

beast, the false prophet, and the mark of the beast. We're reminded that the Antichrist will
not appear as we might expect - he'll be deceptively appealing, offering false peace and
miracles. This serves as a crucial reminder for us to cultivate discernment in our spiritual
lives. The number 666 is unpacked not just as a literal mark, but as a representation of
human self-sufficiency and restlessness apart from God. We're challenged to examine our
own lives - are we truly finding rest in Christ, or are we caught in the cycle of worldly
striving? The message urges us to stay vigilant, rooted in God's word, and to live out our
faith authentically rather than merely professing it. In these uncertain times, we're called to
be like the 144,000 - joyful, pure-hearted witnesses to God's truth, even in the midst of
tribulation.

Key Points

- The Antichrist will not appear overtly evil but will be deceptively appealing

- The false prophet will use miracles to deceive people and glorify the Antichrist

- The mark of the beast represents allegiance to a system opposed to God

- The number 666 symbolizes human self-sufficiency and failure to enter God's rest
- The 144,000 represent faithful believers who live holy lives even in tribulation

- True Christianity is about both belief and lifestyle, not just intellectual assent

- Governmental attempts to mandate faith cannot change hearts; only personal
relationship with Christ can



Scripture References

Mentioned
. Revelation 13 (whole chapter discussed)
. Daniel 7:2-7
. Revelation 17:15
. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 7-10
. Matthew 4:8-10
. Daniel 7:7
. Matthew 24:4-5
. Revelation 7:9
. 1 John 2:18
10. 1 John 2:22
11. 1 John 4:3
12.2 John 7
13. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
14. Ephesians 1:13-14
15. 1 Timothy 6:10
16. Genesis 1-11 (general reference)
17. Hebrews 11 (general reference)
18. Revelation 14:1-5
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Suggested
Suggested Relevant Verses:
1. Matthew 24:24 (false Christs and false
prophets)
2. 2 Corinthians 11:14 (Satan disguising
himself as an angel of light)
3. Romans 16:20 (God crushing Satan)
4. 1 Peter 5:8 (Satan as a roaring lion)
5. James 2:17 (faith without works is dead)
6. Galatians 5:22-23 (fruits of the Spirit)
7. John 13:35 (love as a mark of Christ's
disciples)
8. Romans 12:2 (not conforming to the pattern
of this world)
9. Matthew 7:15-20 (recognizing false
prophets by their fruits)
10. 1 John 4:1 (testing the spirits)
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Small Group Guide

Key Takeaways:
1. The Antichrist will not initially appear to be against Christ, but will offer an alternative to Christ.
2. The mark of the beast (666) represents humanism and self-sufficiency apart from God.

3. The 144,000 likely represent faithful believers who remain pure and dedicated to God during
tribulation.

4. True Christianity is not just about belief, but also about how one lives.
5. We cannot legislate or mandate changed hearts - only God can truly transform people.
Discussion Questions:

1. How can we develop discernment to recognize deception, especially regarding end times
events?

2. The sermon mentions that the Antichrist needs existing infrastructure to operate. How might
current global systems potentially be used for evil purposes?

3. What does it mean to be "marked" by God versus being "marked" by the beast? How does this
impact our daily lives?

4. Discuss the concept of rest as mentioned in the sermon. How can we enter God's rest in a
world of constant unrest?

5. The 144,000 are described as living holy and pure lives. How can we strive for holiness while
recognizing our need for God's grace?

6. How does understanding end times prophecy impact how we live our faith today?

7. The sermon emphasizes that true Christianity is about both belief and action. How can we
ensure we're living out our faith, not just professing it?
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Practical Applications:

1. This week, practice discernment by evaluating media messages and cultural trends through a
biblical lens.

2. Identify an area of your life where you tend towards self-sufficiency. Make a conscious effort to
depend on God in that area.

3. Set aside time for true rest in God this week, perhaps by having a "digital Sabbath" or dedicated
prayer time.

4. Choose one way to actively live out your faith this week (e.g., serving others, sharing your
testimony, forgiving someone).

5. Reflect on your own "song of joy" in Christ. How can you express gratitude and praise, even in
difficult circumstances?
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Devotional

Day 1: Discernment in Deceptive Times Reading: 1 John 4:1-6

Devotional: In a world of increasing confusion and deception, God calls us to cultivate spiritual
discernment. The Antichrist, as discussed in Revelation, will not appear obviously evil but will be
deceptively appealing. This reminds us of the critical importance of testing every spirit and message
against God's truth. Today, reflect on areas in your life where you may need greater discernment. Ask
the Holy Spirit to sharpen your spiritual senses and deepen your understanding of God's Word, so
you can recognize truth from falsehood in these challenging times.

Day 2: The Mark of Faith Reading: Ephesians 1:13-14

Devotional: While the world may be marked by systems of control or allegiance to earthly powers,
believers are sealed by the Holy Spirit. This divine mark is not visible, but it transforms our hearts,
minds, and actions. Consider how your life reflects this heavenly seal. Does your behavior, speech,
and thought life demonstrate allegiance to Christ? Pray for the Holy Spirit to work more deeply in
you, aligning every aspect of your being with God's will and purpose.

Day 3: Joy in the Midst of Tribulation Reading: Philippians 4:4-7

Devotional: The 144,000 in Revelation sing a new song even in the midst of great tribulation. This
powerful image reminds us that joy in the Lord is not dependent on circumstances but on our
relationship with Him. Reflect on times when you've experienced unexpected joy in difficult
situations. How can you cultivate a spirit of praise and thanksgiving, regardless of your current
challenges? Ask God to fill you with His joy and peace that surpasses understanding.

Day 4: Living Faith vs. Intellectual Belief Reading: James 2:14-26

Devotional: True Christianity is more than just correct doctrine; it's a transformed life. The young man
in the sermon who struggled to reconcile his intellectual faith with genuine compassion reminds us
that spiritual growth involves both knowledge and action. Examine your own faith journey. Are there
areas where your beliefs haven't yet translated into changed behavior or deepened love for others?
Pray for God to help you live out your faith in tangible, sacrificial ways.

Day 5: God's Sovereignty in Chaotic Times Reading: Romans 8:28-39

Devotional: The image of God's sovereignty as a picture frame, limiting even the actions of evil, offers
great comfort in turbulent times. No matter how chaotic or threatening the world becomes, nothing
can separate us from God's love or thwart His ultimate purposes. Reflect on areas in your life or in
the world that feel out of control. Surrender these concerns to God, trusting in His overarching
sovereignty. Ask for the faith to rest in His perfect love and unshakeable plan, even when you can't
see or understand it fully.
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