Pastor Lance Ainsworth
Mark 11:1-24 MESSAGE NOTES

Introduction

Mark 11:1-24

"As they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage
and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He

sent two of His disciples, 2and said to them,

"Go into village opposite you, and immediately
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there,

on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and
bring it here. 3If anyone says to you, 'Why are
you doing this?' you say, 'The Lord has need of
it;' and immediately he will send it back here."
“They went away and found a colt tied at the
door outside in the street; and they untied it.
Some of the bystanders were saying to them,
"What are you doing, untying the colt?"®They
spoke to them just as Jesus had told them, and
they gave them permission.”They brought the
colt to Jesus and put their coats on it; and He
sat on it. 8And many spread their coats in the
road, and others spread leafy branches which
they had cut from the fields. °Those who went
in front and those who followed were shouting:
"Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes inthe name
of the Lord; °Blessed is the coming kingdom of
our father David; Hosanna in the highest!"

"So these high priests, upon the coming of that
feast which is called the Passover, when they
slay their sacrifices, from the ninth hour till

the eleventh, but so that a company not less
than ten belong to every sacrifice, (for it is not
lawful for them to feast singly by themselves,)
and many of us are twenty in a company,
found the number of scrifices was two hundred
and fifty-six thousand five hundred; which,
upon the allowance of no more than ten that
feast together, amounts to two millions seven
hundred thousand and two hundred persons
that were pure and holy." - War of the Jews,
Flavius Josephus, Book 6, Chapter 9.
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"Jesus entered Jerusalem and came into the
temple; and after looking around at everything,
He left for Bethany with the twelve, since it was
already late.

periblepo- careful observation - 7 times in
NT, 6 in Mark.

20n the next day, when they had left Bethany,
He became hungry. ®Seeing at a distance a fig
tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He would
find anything on it; and when He came to it,

He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the
season for figs. “He said to it, "May no one ever
eat fruit from you again!" And His disciples were
listening.

Breba crop: a smaller fig produced in late
spring/early summer, showing signs that the
tree has survived the winter.

“Then they came to Jerusalem. And He entered
the temple and began to drive out those who
were buying and selling in the temple, and
overturned the tables of the money changers
and the seats of those who were selling doves;
'*and He would not permit anyone to carry
merchandise through the temple.

Temple: 4 parts-- Holy of Holies, Court of
Men, Court of Women, Court of Gentiles.

Herodian Court of Gentiles -- 500 yards x 350
yards. 36 acres.

And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it

not written, 'My house shall be called a house of

prayer for all the nations'? But you have made
it.a robbers' den." ®The chief priests and the
scribes heard this and began seeking how to
destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the
whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.

House of prayer for all nations: A place for all
to meet God, who confronts sin.

Robbers den: A place to feel secure while
continuing in sin.

PWhen evening came, they would go out of the
city. 2°As they were passing by in the morning,
they saw the fig tree withered from the roots

up.




2Being reminded, Peter said to Him, "Rabbi,
look, the fig tree which You cursed has
withered." 2And Jesus answered saying to
them, "Have faith in God. ZTruly | say t o you,
whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up
and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that what he says is going
to happen, it will be granted him. #Therefore |
say to you, all things for which you pray and ask
believe that you have received them, and they
will be granted you.

Prayer connects us to God, the masterful
teacher, the rooter up of mountains.

The fig tree shows the problem. The temple
shows the reality. The withering shows the
result of the problem. Jesus reveals the
answer -- authentic faith.




GROUP DISCUSSION

Palm Sunday 2026

GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Lance Ainsworth
Mark 11:1-24, March 26th & March 29th, 2026

The fig tree and the temple.

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: (brought back by popular demand) Who is the most famous person
you have ever met?

Read Aloud: Mark 11:1-24

1. The crowd thought they were celebrating the Messiah who would overthrow Rome, but
they were soon disappointed. Have you ever had expectations of what you thought God
should do and felt disappointment?

2. Jesus carefully observed the activity in the temple. (periblepd) Why do you think Jesus
looked around the temple and left without acting immediately? What does this teach us
about how Jesus evaluates worship and spiritual life? If Jesus “looked carefully” at your
life, what would He notice? When has Jesus flipped tables in your heart?

3. Where is there a danger of having the appearance of faith without real fruit? What are
some modern “leaves” that can hide a lack of true spiritual life? Why does the fig tree
wither “from the roots up”? What does this teach us about the seriousness of spiritual
hypocrisy?

4. What does Jesus mean by “Have faith in God” in this context? How is authentic faith
different from wishful thinking or presumption?



