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notes
Introduction

Acts 18:9-18 NASB
9And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a 
vision, "Do not be afraid any longer, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent; 10for I am with 
you, and no man will attack you in order to 
harm you, for I have many people in this city." 
11And he settled there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them.

Paul is reminded that God is with him.

12But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the 
Jews with one accord rose up against Paul 
and brought him before the judgement seat, 
13saying, "This man persuades men to worship 
God contrary to the law." 14But when Paul was 
about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the 
Jews, "If it were a matter of wrong or of vicious 
crime, O Jews, it would be reasonable for me 
to put up with you; 15but if there are questions 
about words and names and your own law, look 
after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a judge 
of these matters." 16And he drove them away 
from the judgement seat. 17And they all took 
hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, 
and began beating him in front of the 
judgement seat. But Gallio was not concerned 
about any of these things.

How do we respond when things don't go 
our way?

Human sinfulness: rage, blame, 
scapegoating.

18Paul, having remained many days longer, took 
leave of the brethren and put out to sea for 
Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila. 
In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was 
keeping a vow.



notes
Paul responds to God's presence with deeper 
commitment and consecration. (Romans 12:1-2)

Nazarite Vow (Numbers 6) nāzîr - to be 
separated or consecrated.

1. Voluntarily.
2. Men and women can participate.
3. A set time frame. 
4. Restrictions:

a. Abstain from fermented drinks or 
grapes of any kind.
b. Abstain from cutting hair.
c. Abstain from being near a dead 
body.

5. Concluding sacrifice.

Leviticus 20:26 NASB
26Thus you are to be holy (hagios) to Me, for 
I the Lord am holy; and I have set you apart 
(aphorizō) from the people to be Mine.

Consecration - separating from anything 
that contaminates our relationship with God.

Consecrated for Communion.

Consecrated for Calling.

Consecrated for Capacity.

"Every person is as close to God as they want 
to be." A.W. Tozer
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A Consecrated Life

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: Who is the most disciplined person you know?

Read Aloud: Acts 18:9-18, Leviticus 20:26

1. v.17 “And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began 
beating him in front of the judgment seat” Why did the crowd beat Sosthenes? Do you 
agree that life apart from God leads to rage, blame, and scapegoating? How does the 
gospel address these attitudes? 

2. Has there been a recent time in your life when things didn’t go your way? How did you 
respond?

3. v.18 “In Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.” Paul’s response to 
God’s promise of his presence with deeper commitment and consecration. Why do you 
think this was Paul’s response in Corinth? In the past, have you devoted yourself to God 
for a period to know him better? What was your experience?

4. Paul’s vow was voluntary, like the Nazarite vow in Numbers 6. Why is voluntary 
devotion often more meaningful than mere obligation? What is the difference between 
being a religious person and living a consecrated life?

GROUP DISCUSSION


