DOES THE BIBLE

Actually Say?

Pastor Lance Ainsworth
John 13:34-35 & 15:12-27 MESSAGE NOTES

Introduction:

The upper room discourse.

<les

Thursday, Aug 13
Sunday, Aug 16

John 13:34-35 NASB
34A new commandment | give to you, that you

love one another, even as | have loved you, that
you also love one another. **By this all men will

know that you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another."

one another -allélon - one another - action
that flows between members of a group.

John 15:12-17 NASB

12"This is My commandment, that you love one

another, just as | have loved you. 13Greater love
has no one than this, that one lay down his life
for his friends. 14You are My friends if you do

what | command you. 15No longer do | call you

slaves, for the slave does not know what his
master is doing; but | have called you friends,

for all things that | have heard from My Father |
have made known to you. 16You did not choose

Me but | choose you, and appointed you that

you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
would remain, so that whatever you ask of the

Father in My name He may give to you. 17This |
command you, that you love one another.

Encourage one another--1Thessalonians 5:11

Bear one another's burdens-- Galatians 6:2

Serve one another -- Galatians 5:13

Forgive one another-- Ephesians 4:32

Teach and admonish one another --
Colossians 3:16

Submit to one another -- Ephesians 5:21



Pray for one another -- James 516
Confess to one another -- James 5:16

Stir one another up to love and good works --
Hebrews 10:24

Do not neglect meeting with one another --
Hebrews 10:25

Show hospitality to one another -- 1 Peter 4.9

Use your gifts to serve one another-- 1 Peter 4:10

How do you follow Jesus' command to love "one
another" while living in isolation?

Reasons why we choose isolation:

Church dysfunction.
Misunderstanding of belonging.
Avoidance of accountability.

Matthew 18:15-20 NASB

BUIf your brother sins, go and show him his fault

in private; if he listens to you, you have won your
brother. *But if he does not listen to you, take one
or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two
or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.

71f he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. ®Truly
| say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have
been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on
earth shall have been loosed in heaven. ®"Again |
say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about
anything that they may ask, it shall be done for
them by My Father who is in heaven 2°For where two
or three have gathered together in My name, | am
there in their midst."

When following Jesus is the priority, unity is a
possibility.

Hear, Study, Become, and Apply.




GROUP DISCUSSION

Does the Bible Actually Say?

GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Lance Ainsworth
John 13:34-35; 15:12-27, August 13th & 1oth, 2026
Just me and Jesus.

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: What is one hobby you are enjoying right now?
Read Aloud: John 13:34-35; 15:12-27

1. Jesus repeatedly commands His followers to “love one another.” What do you think He
means by this command beyond simply having warm feelings toward other Christians?
What stands out to you about the fact that Jesus says people will recognize His disciples
by how they love one another?

2. Looking at the list of “one another” commands, which one is easiest for you to receive
from others? Which one is hardest for you to practice toward others? Can you genuinely
follow Jesus while intentionally avoiding meaningful relationships with other believers?
Why or why not?

3. What is the difference between healthy solitude and unhealthy isolation? What does
it look like to have a misunderstanding of belonging—to attend church but never truly
allow yourself to belong?

4. What does Matthew 18:15-17 teach us about how Jesus expects believers to handle
conflict? Why does Jesus give such a relational process for dealing with sin and conflict
rather than telling us simply to walk away?



