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Pastor Terry Cano

Thursday, June 17

John 3:16-17 MESSAGE NOTES

The Father Who Steps In

®For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
7For God did not send His son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved.

l. God's Love is Sacrificial (John 3:16)
"For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son..."

- God's love is not passive; it is active and
wildly generous. He didn't just feel love; He
demonstrated it by giving the most precious
thing He had to save a broken world.

Application: Fathers, love requires sacrifice. It
means giving up our time, our comforts, and
our pride to pour into our children and families.
Are you giving your best to your family, or just
your leftovers?

Il. God’s Love is Redemptive over
Condemnation (John 3:17)

"For God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world..."

- God's primary posture toward us is not one
of "gotcha!" or pointing out every flaw. His
goal is rescue. He looks past our mess and
our failures, desiring to pull us out of the
mire.

Application: We must lead with patience,
always pointing our children toward
redemption rather than making them fear our
condemnation.

lll. God Love Gives Us a Purpose (John 3:17b)
"..but that the world through Him might be
saved.”
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- God invites us into His mission. He saved us
so that we could be agents of salvation and
hope to the people around us. He equips and
sends us out.

Application: God has placed you as a spiritual
leader and protector in your home and
community. Are you actively building walls of
prayer, integrity, and faith around your family, or
leaving them exposed to the culture?

Conclusion and Challenge
Men, the world is desperate for true, godly
leadership.

In fact, Dr Fred Garmon (founder of LeaderlLabs)
in his book 10 Essential Skills writes about

this leadership vacuum or leadership crisis.

He states that deals with the Integrity of the
Heart, which includes Character & Credibility.

He says that “There is a leadership crisis in the
church and the marketplace; and it is a crisis of
character and competency. The author of “The 7
Habits of Highly Effective People” Steven Covey
describes it as move from a character ethic to

a personality ethic.” | would say that this crisis
even exists in the home as well.

In our culture we see that many people want
to be an influencer instead of submitting and
following the example of Jesus Christ.

God the Father sets the ultimate standard:
He sacrifices, He redeems, and He gives us a
purpose. | challenge you to be husbands and
fathers who love unconditionally, lead with
grace, and point those in our care and those
who we encounter everyday to the cross.
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GROUP DISCUSSION

Father’'s Day 2026

GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Terry Cano
John 3:16-17, June 18th & 21st, 2026

The Father Who Steps In.

Prayer Requests:

Read Aloud: John 3:16-17
Discussion Questions:
God's Love is Sacrificial (John 3:16)

1. Why is it significant that God "gave" His Son rather than simply expressing His love with
words?

2. What are some sacrifices your parents or other leaders have made for you?

3. What are some practical ways fathers (and all believers) can demonstrate sacrificial
love?

God's Love is Redemptive Over Condemnation (John 3:17)

1. What is the difference between conviction and condemnation?

2. Why do you think God emphasizes that Jesus came to save rather than condemn?
3. How has God's grace helped you overcome failures in your own life?

4. When someone makes a mistake, what is your natural response: correction,
condemnation, avoidance, or restoration?

[1l. God's Love Gives Us a Purpose (John 3:17b)
1. What does it mean that God saved us so that we could participate in His mission?
2. How has God uniquely positioned you to influence others for Christ?

3. What are some ways we can build "walls of prayer, integrity, and faith" around our
families?



