
Introduction
Now He was also saying to the disciples, “There 
was a rich man who had a manager, and this 
manager was reported to him as squandering 
his possessions. 2And he called him and said to 
him, what is this I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, for you can no 
longer be manager.’ 3The manager said to himself, 
‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the 
management away from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig; I am ashamed to beg 4I know 
what I shall do, so that when I am removed from 
the management people will welcome me into 
their homes.’ 5And he summoned each one of his 
master’s debtors, and he began saying to the fi rst, 
‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6And he said, 
‘A hundred measures of oil.’ And he said to him, 
‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fi fty.’ 
7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ And he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write eighty.’ 
8And his master praised the unrighteous manager 
because he had acted shrewdly;

Shrewdly: phronimos, to act with foresight

for the sons of this age are more shrewd in relation 
to their own kind than the sons of light.

9And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that 
when it fails, they will receive you into the eternal 
dwellings. 10“He who is faithful in a very little thing 
is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous 
in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. 
11Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use 
of unrighteous wealth, who will entrust the true 
riches to you? 12And if you have not been faithful 
in the use of that which is another’s, who will give 
you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or else he will be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.” 14Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of 
money, were listening to all these things and were 
scoffi ng at Him.
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SO WHAT?!

How do I become shrewd in my faithfulness to 
God?

#1. Put God on the throne of your life.

#2. Put money to work in God’s Kingdom.

#3. Put friendship ahead of fi nances.
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Jesus the Philosopher: Answers for Life
Luke 16:1-14, June 2 & 5, 2022

Group Discussion: Who do you know who builds friendships successfully? Why do you think 
they’re so good at it?

Read out loud: Luke 16:1-14

How do I become shrewd in my faithfulness to God?
#1. Put God on the throne of your life. God’s Kingdom and rulership is here on Earth but not 
everyone is willing to submit to His rule.

A. What do you have to believe and do to be considered a good citizen of God’s Kingdom?
B. To what do people have the hardest time adjusting?
C. What would you like to do better in His Kingdom?

#2. Put money to work in God’s Kingdom.
We spend our lives working in order to acquire money so we can lead a more comfortable 
secure life. Without fi nancial resources we can’t build stability into our lives. Jesus asks us to 
look at money as a tool not a tyrannical god.

A. Is your biggest problem, getting out of debt, saving, investing, spending or tithing?
B. Someone once said, “You can never out give God.” Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement and why?
C. What problem do you face today that causes you anxiety in relationship to money, 
infl ation, interest rates, gas prices or groceries?

#3. Put friendship above fi nances.
Jesus teaches that when we help people fi nancially, we’re creating friendships that may last 
well into eternity.

A. Who has helped you in the past that you’d like to thank when you get to heaven?
B. Would your small group like to take up a collection and help sponsor a teenager to go 
to camp this summer?

Family Time: Read Luke 16:13. Talk to your kids about the difference of working for God or 
working for money. What could you do together as a family that would be working for God 
without any pay? Mow someone’s lawn, clean the trash off a street for 1 block, hand out 
water bottles at soccer, wash someone’s car, or some other creative idea.

GROUP DISCUSSION


