Pastor Sam Akin
Acts 16:25-34 MESSAGE NOTES

Introduction

The Ripple of Faith

Context of Acts 16:25-34
Paul and Silas were doing the right thing

God's will does not always mean an easy
path.

Romans 8:28
"And we know what God causes all things
to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to
His purpose.”

God is not only working for His people, but
He is working WITH His people for good.

When God is your only song, it means He is
enough. V.25

Acts 16:25
"Now about midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns of praise to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them..."

Paul and Silas intentionally turn their hearts
toward God instead of letting suffering be
the loudest voice.

Freedom in Christ isn't just something we
receive- it's something we declare!

The Power of a Ripple -V29-31

"What appears to be a setback for the gospel

is often the very means God uses to open

new doors." -- Craig S. Keener

Thursday, April 23
Sunday, April 26



Acts 16:29-34

And the jailer asked for lights and rushed in,
and trembling with fear, he fell down before
Paul and Silas; 30and after he brought them
out, he said, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?"
31They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household."
32And they spoke the word of God to him
together with all who were in his house. 33And
he took them that very hour of the night and
washed their wounds, and immediately he
was baptized, he and his household. 34And

he brought them into his house and set food
before them, and was overjoyed, since he had
become a believer in God together with his
whole household.

The Greatest Ripple?

The most important question one can ask: What
must | do to be saved?

The Gospel changes everything!

Paul and Silas didn't plan the ripple, but they
were faithful.

Will | be the stone that God throws into the water,
or will I only be faithful in the day?




GROUP DISCUSSION

Faith that Ripples through Darkness
GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Samuel Akin
Acts 16:25-34, April 23 & 26, 2026

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: Have you ever had one of those days where you're like, ‘God... | know
you're working on me, but could you maybe work on someone else for a little while?’

Read Acts 16:25-35 aloud
1. Why is it so hard to sing praises to God on our “darkest nights"?

2. What does it mean to you that in that moment in the prison God was Paul and Silas’
only song?

3. Does your life of faith declare to the world that you are free in Christ? Why or why not?
What could you do better?

4. Have you ever had a time in your life where you were at your lowest? How did you feel
when you turned to God? How did it feel when you didn't? What were the differences?

5. Paul and Silas didn't plan the ripple, but they were faithful. What does faithfulness look
like in your life?

6. How has the gospel changed your life?

7. What's one way this week you can declare your freedom in Christ and turn your heart
towards Him?



