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Pastor Ed Ainsworth

1 Samuel 17:42-45; Psalm 145:4; 78:1-4 MESSAGE NOTES

Introduction

1 Samuel 17:42-45 NK3JV - ©2And when the Philistine
looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for
he was only a youth, ruddy and good-looking. “*So
the Philistine said to David, "Am | a dog, that you
come to me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods. ““And the Philistine said to David,
"Come to me, and | will give your flesh to the birds of
the air and the beasts of the field!" “°Then David said
to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with
a spear, and with a javelin. But | come to you in the
name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defiled.

Psalm 145:4 NKJV - “One generation shall praise
Your works to another, And shall declare Your
mighty acts.

Psalm 78:1-8 NKJV - Give ear, O my people, to my
law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 2|
will open my mouth in a parable; | will utter dark
sayings of old, *Which we have heard and known,
and our fathers have told us. “We will not hide
them from their children, telling to the generation
to come the praises of the Lord, And His strength
and His wonderful works that He has done. °*For He
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a
law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that
they should make them known to their children;
¢That the generation to come might know them,
the children who would be born, that the ymay
arise and declare them to their children, that they
may set their hope in God, and not forget the works
of God, But keep His commandments; 8And may
not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious
generation, a generation that did not set its heart
aright, and whose spirit was not faithful to God.

We must reach a generation at 12 before we have
to rescue them at 21.

Vanguard: points the way for others - they run
forward to scout the future. They advance ahead
of others to see what awaits the main body. As
forerunners, they have the ability to live in the
present and to look into the future. They stand in
the gap between two generations.
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Three Missing Ingredients to Leaving an Eternal
Legacy

#1. We must have courage - not machismo by
the ability to stick to a previously made decision
without backing up.

Joshua 1:8-9 NKJV - 8This Book of the Law shall
not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may
observe to do according to all that is written in
it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.®Have |
not commanded you? Be strong and of good
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."

1 Thessalonians 4:3 NKJV - For this is the will of

God, your sanctification: that you should abstain

from sexual immorality;
Axis.org/feed.bible

#2 We must have endurance - the ability to bear
up under difficult circumstances and not with
passive complacency but with fortitude that
actively resists defeat.

Hebrews 10:39 NKJV - But we are not of those
who draw back to perdition, but of those who
believe to the saving of the soul.

John 16:33 NKJV - These things | have spoken to
you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, |

have overcome the world."

#3 We must have urgency - the brevity of + the
depravity of man (the gravity of this world's

circumstances will pull us right out of our comfort

zone) = urgency which breads boldness to act
(SHAMELESS)

John 41-4 NKJV - Therefore, when the Lord knew

that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made

and baptized more disciples that John ?(though
Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples)
3He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. “But

He needed to go through Samaria.

Takeaway:
Courage
Endurance
Urgency




GROUP DISCUSSION

Three Missing Ingredients to Leaving an Eternal Legacy
GateWay Church of Visalia, Pastor Ed Ainsworth
1Samuel 17:42-45; Psalm 145:4, 78:1-4, May 14th & 17th , 2026

Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: Who did you look up to when you were young and why?

Read Aloud: 1 Samuel 17:42-45; Psalm 145:4, 78:1-4

1. According to Joshua 1:8-9, what connection exists between God’'s Word and courage?
Why does courage require obedience and not just emotion? What practical habits help
build spiritual courage?

2. How does Jesus’ statement, “I have overcome the world,” encourage believers during
difficulty? How can we encourage younger believers not to quit when life gets hard?
What is the difference between endurance and simply “putting up with” hardship?

3. How can remembering the brevity of life change the way we live and share our faith?
What keeps believers from living with urgency? What keeps believers from living with
urgency?

4. Which of the three qualities—courage, endurance, or urgency—do you most need to
grow in right now?



