
MESSAGE NOTES
Pastor Lance Ainsworth
Acts 13:1-12

Thursday, Feb 12
Sunday, Feb 15

notesIntroduction: Two churches- Jerusalem and 
Antioch.

The church in Jerusalem is battling grief and 
persecution.

The church in Antioch is rejoicing; everything is 
working.

Acts 13:1-13 NASB
Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was 
there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon 
who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2While they were ministering to 
the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart 
for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them."

minister - leitourgeo - serve, carry out priestly 
duties.

Our first and foremost call is to worship God.

Worship precedes strategy.

3Then, when they had fasted and prayed and 
laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 
4So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went 
down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. 5When they reached Salamis, they began 
to proclaim the word of God in the synagogue of 
the Jews; and they also had John as their helper. 
6When they had gone through the whole island as 
far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false 
prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus, 7who was with 
the proconsul, Servius Paulus, a man of intelligence. 
This man summoned Barnabas and Saul and 
sought to hear the word of God. 

Proconsul: a high-ranking Roman official 
governing a senatorial province. 



notes8But Elymans the magical (for so his name is 
translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn 
the proconsul away from the faith. 9But Saul, who 
was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
fixed his gaze on him, 10and said, "You who are full 
of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you 
enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to 
make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? 11Now, 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you 
will be blind and not see the sun for a time." And 
immediately a mist and a darkness fell upon him, 
and he went about seeking those who would lead 
him by the hand. 12Then the proconsul believed 
when he saw wht had happened, being amazed at 
the teaching of the Lord.

Paul has experience in opposing Jesus. 

Three groups:

The Sent: "I have been sent by the Holy Spirit to 
proclaim Jesus." (John 20:21, Matthew 28:19-20)

The opposition: "Jesus and His church are my 
enemy." (Matthew 10:14)

The Receptive: "Something is mission." (1 Peter 
3:15)

When Jesus comes first, mission becomes clear.
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Prayer Requests:

Read Aloud: Acts 13:1-12

1. v.2 “ While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” What does 
ministering to the Lord look like? What comes first, serving God or serving others?

2. v.3-4 “ 3  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away. 4  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia 
and from there they sailed to Cyprus.” What does it mean to be a sending church? Is 
everyone a missionary, or just some? How does the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) 
apply to you personally?

3. v.5-12 What is the difference between Elymas and Sergius Paulus? How comfortable 
do you feel sharing your testimony? Do you have an example in your life when you felt a 
clear call from God?

GROUP DISCUSSION


