
Introduction

Now He was telling them a parable to show 
that at all times they ought to pray and not 
lose heart, 2saying, “In a certain city there was 
a judge who did not fear God and did not 
respect man. 3There was a widow in that city, 
and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me 
legal protection from my opponent.’ 4For a 
while he was unwilling; but afterward he said 
to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor 
respect man, 5yet because this widow bothers 
me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise 
by continually coming she will wearing me 
out.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge said; 7now, will not God 
bring about justice for His elect who cry to 
Him day and night, and will He delay long 
over them? 8I tell you that He will bring about 
justice for them quickly. However, when the 
Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the 
earth?”

SO WHAT?!

How do you persist with optimism toward 
God?

1. Write
2. Pray
3. Love
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Prayer Requests:

Group Discussion: When it comes to a new challenge or new task, do you mostly feel 
optimistic or pessimistic? Why? Is it because you don’t like new tasks, know how much work 
it’s going to be or because you don’t like to risk and the unknown?

Read out loud: Luke 18:1-8

How do you persist with optimism toward God?

1. Write. Have you ever taken the time to write down the blessings of God in  your life that 
day? Go to the GateWay bookstore and get a small notebook and this week keep track of 
every blessing God brings into your life. Share them once a month with your small group. 
Share right now what has been one of the greatest or even smallest blessings in your life.

2. Pray. Prayer is one of the least practiced spiritual disciplines there is. We wonder how 
come we don’t see God do more in and around us? Because we just don’t spend the 
time in concentrated effort praying. With our TV, internet culture our time is spent being 
entertained or at least occupied. Take some time and pray:

a. For your family
b. For your church
c. For the schools
d. For Law Enforcement and First Responders
e. For our military, get a plastic soldier in the lobby to remind you to pray.
f. For our state and our government.
g. Fo our nation.
h. For as many countries in No. So. and Central America as you can remember. 
i. For the world, especially suffering Christians in Ukraine.

3. Love. What are you facing right now that you are learning to be somewhere between 
accept and love rather than resent and grow bitter about? How were you able to make 
that progress?

Family Time: Read Luke 18:1-8 with your kids. Get them a notebook, maybe even with 
their name engraved on it, and at breakfast or dinner or even once a week have them 
write one blessing of God and bring it to the table and share.

GROUP DISCUSSION


