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INTRODUCTION

I know that many of us have a difficult time understanding where God is
going with our life. What we are going through doesn't make sense
because we don't have the long-term view to see the end of the road. We
don’t understand the final purpose of why God is allowing us to navigate
through this event, that experience, that heartbreak, that blessing, or
that other event. We just don't know. We have a difficult time because
we are so focused on where we are right now. But you never know how
the Lord could want to use the difficult time in your life for your good
and for His glory.

KEY POINTS

1. God takes our greatest sorrows and turns them into our
greatest joys.

For Mary and Martha, losing Lazarus was a tragedy beyond all tragedy.
If you have ever lost a loved one, you know the deep sorrow that this
creates in your life. It could have been a family member, a dear friend, a
casual friend, or someone who was very close to you. The vortex of
sorrow and pain is just indescribable. But just because the pain seems
unbearable to you doesn’t mean it is unusable by God.

2. God will not insulate you from sorrow.

Don't you wish I could tell you that after you gave your life to Christ, it
would be smooth sailing? I surely wish that were the case. After you
turn from sin, and place your faith in Christ, from that point on, your
life would be smooth and easy.

But that’s just not how it is. You are going to have some problems. There
will be times your journey will take you through difficult seasons, and
there will be some twists and turns you never thought you would
experience. You need to understand that following Christ does not
insulate you from sorrow. I wish that it did, but it doesn't. That is part of
your story, part of your life, and God wants to use your life completely.
God desires that you use your joyous times and your complacent times
to bring Him honor and glory.

3. Through our sorrow, we see God work the greatest.

For many of us, we want to see God work by blessing us. However,
sometimes God reveals Himself in a more personal, practical and
dynamic way in the midst of our deepest sorrows. When you are trying
to figure out the next step in your life, you will see God at work. Maybe
you are trying to figure out who you are and how God has created you;
or maybe you are trying to make sense of what is happening in your life
in the midst of the vortex of confusion, strife and agony.
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Sometimes, we think God shows up only when He blesses us, but the
Bible tells us that God is close to the brokenhearted. You will never feel
Him more personally involved in your life than when your heart has
been dashed to pieces. When you are confused and when you don't know
what to do, that is when God begins to work. You might have lost all
hope and you have found yourself saying, “I am so confused. I don't
know what to do.” That is when God begins to work. When you give up
and say, “Oh God, I need you,” it is in your brokenness that you will see
God work. Unfortunately, we don't see God work because we don't ever
want to come to brokenness.

4. God specializes in dead people and dead situations.

We are all born dead. We are dead in our transgressions and sins; we
are dead! You cannot become a child of God until you realize that you
are bankrupt, and that you are already dead. You are hopeless. You are
under the wrath of God. When you come to the place in your life where
you realize and admit, “God, I'm dead on the inside,” it is only then that
you can move forward. In your sin, you are separated from God. When
you finally turn from sin and place your faith in Christ, He will make you
come alive from the inside out. At that moment, you become a partner
with God. He indwells you with the power of His Holy Spirit and raises
you from death to life. Gloriously, that life leads you all the way into
eternity!

Maybe, you are in a situation right now with your family, with a friend,
or with your own life, and it seems totally hopeless. God specializes in
those kinds of situations. When we come to the place where we take our
brokenness and sorrow, and say, “Jesus, if you had only been here
before...” Listen to His words, “I am here now.” Allow Him to do what
He wants to do now in your heart and in your spouse's heart. He can do
it in your finances, your business, and in those who work with you.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
1. What is an example of God taking a great sorrow in your life and turning it into a
greater joy?
2. How has God used the difficult times in your life to prune you and sanctify you?

3. Isthere a situation in your life right now that seems dead that you’re looking for
God to redeem? If so, what is it?
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