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INTRODUCTION

Did you ever participate in show and tell when you were in elementary
school? You were asked to bring in something interesting or unique to
show the class, and you would get up and front of everyone and tell
them about whatever it is you brought. Well, if you think about it, Jesus
was the ultimate show and tell presented by God. Jesus came to tell us
about God, to make Him known to us, and to show us how we can have
a relationship with Him. Today’s message is the first of a breakout series
called Show and Tell where we will look at how Jesus showed us God
and told us about God in a way that would alter history and impact all of
humanity.

KEY POINTS

1. God Uses People to Introduce Himself to Others

Aren’t we grateful that God uses people to spread the word about
Himself and His love for us? The vast majority of us wouldn’t have
known about God and most likely wouldn’t have placed our faith in
Jesus if we had not been told by someone else. Whether it was a parent,
a grandparent, a sibling, a friend, a pastor, or a coworker, more than
likely it was because of someone you knew that came to know the Lord.

2. God Performs Miracles to Meet Simple Needs

Think about the story where Jesus turned the water into wine. This was
a very simple need, but Jesus miraculously stepped in, because at that
point in time, running out of wine at a wedding was a huge disgrace.
Now, if Jesus would turn water into wine so one person would not be
embarrassed at the wedding of a family member, don’t you know that
God will do miracles to meet the simple needs in your life as well?

3. God Cares About How He Is Represented to Others

As followers of Jesus, we are all going to be held accountable with how
we represented Him to other people. He wants us to speak grace and
truth to those around us, giving people an accurate depiction of who
God is and how much He loves us. With this in mind, now is the time to
do some self-reflecting and consider whether or not you are
representing Christ well to the people you come in contact with every
day.

4. God Will Not Be Manipulated by Man

Contrary to what you might think, you can’t pull the wool over God’s
eyes. Just because you get emotional, cry, beg, and plead doesn’t mean
God is going to automatically answer your prayers out of pity. You’re not
going to manipulate God because He knows you. He knows your heart.
He knows your intentions. And He ultimately knows what’s best for you,
and what’s best for you might be different than what you’re asking God
to give you right now.
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5. God Wants You to Know How to Have Eternal Life and Has
Provided the Way

We know this to be true based on what is possibly the most popular
verse in all of Scripture, John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” God wants you to take that verse to heart.
He wants you to have eternal life because our life on earth is not the
end-all-be-all. He wants you to spend forever with Him in heaven, so He
provided a way for you to do that through His Son, Jesus.

6. God Goes Out of His Way to Meet You Where You Are to
Change Your Life

There are many examples of Jesus going out of His way to help people
during His time on earth, like His interaction with the Samaritan
woman, for instance. He loved and cared for that woman so much that
He went through an area that many people avoided so she could place
her faith in Him and then go tell her entire town. Just like He went out
of His way for her, Jesus goes out of His way for you too. He wants to
meet you where you are. He wants to change your life with His love and
His presence. He wants to meet your needs. Why? Because He loves you.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Who has God used in your life to introduce you to Himself?
. Would you say that you represent the Lord well to the people around you?

Have you ever tried to manipulate God to get your prayers answered? If so, how did
that turn out?
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