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The Church God Loves - Part 4

1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

INTRODUCTION

In this mini-series, we are walking through Thessalonians verse
by verse, and this is a great book. Thessaloniki was a city in
Greece where Paul had a short ministry, but it was a powerful
ministry. Even though Paul was only there for about a month, the
Gospel stuck, and the church continued to thrive. Throughout this
series, we have been studying the kind of church God loves. God
loved this church because of how they lived and who they were.
They brought God pleasure. They impacted their lives, their
community, and the surrounding area, and Paul describes that
church for us in 1 Thessalonians 1:6—10 so we can learn to
emulate it.

KEY POINTS

1. The Church God Loves Is the Kind of Church That
Loves the Gospel

One important characteristic of the church God loves is that it
loves the Gospel. We see this in verse 6. They welcomed the
message in the midst of severe suffering with joy given by the
Holy Spirit.

They loved the Gospel and everything about it. They were
passionate enough to share Christ with others. The Gospel was
not just something they believed; it was something they
embraced, lived out, and passed on. Loving the Gospel means
letting it shape who we are and how we live, even when it costs us
something.

2. The Church God Loves Is the Kind of Church That Is a
Model
- They were known for bold proclamation and bold preaching.
- They were known for bold ministry and doing Kingdom
work.
- They were known for bold living.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. When was a time the Gospel gave you hope and joy in the midst of suffering?

2. In what ways does loving the Gospel move us beyond belief into action and
bold ministry?

3. How can you model bold preaching, bold ministry, and bold living in your
community and beyond?
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